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"HIRAM

w. JOHNSON AND

EcoNOMIC OPPOSITION To
WILSONIAN DIPLOMACY:

A NoTE"
HowARD A.

DEWITT

The role of Hiram W. Johnson of California, in opposing the
Treaty of Versailles and American entrance into the League of
Nations, has attracted a wide variety of historiographical opinion.
As one of the sixteen irreconcilable senators urging the rejection of
Woodrow Wilson's foreign policy, Johnson was a significant figure
in the development of interwar isolationist attitudes. The early
historiographical reaction to Johnson's isolationism, however, was
a negative one. Almost uniformly the verdict was one of political
self-interest and partisan politics . Thomas A. Bailey characterized
this approach when he concluded that "progressives in domestic
affairs became reactionaries in foreign affairs." 1 Recent interpretations have minimized personal and partisan political motives as
being an oversimplification of the isolationist position. The
irreconcilable mentality embodied a complex and multi-faceted
approach to the problems of American foreign policy. 2 Richard C .
Lower has analyzed Johnson's emerging isolationism as a consequence of his progressivism. Lower has suggested that "Johnson's
own progressive criteria remained the yardstick by which he
measured and judged the substance of American action abroad
and its impact on domestic life." 3 Both lines of interpretation fail to
recognize the economic influences upon Hiram Johnson's isolationism .
An analysis of Johnson's opposition to Wilsonian diplomacy
reveals that the Californian's desire for personal or partisan political success has been overemphasized . In fact Johnson embraced
many unpopular political positions on foreign affairs, and they
lessened his chances for the Republican presidential nomination.
Generally, historians have ignored the fact that economic fears
were at the center of Johnson's thinking. The belief that business
and banking interests guided American foreign policy coupled with
recurrent fears of English diplomacy, possible economic and
military aid to Europe and the Far East, and the unprecedented
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growth of presidential power, prompted Johnson to take an intractable position on foreign affairs. Lacking the political sophistication of an experienced senator, Johnson often used arguments
which were emotional in tone and unsound in judgment. With no
previous experience in foreign affairs, Johnson was struggling to
define his own position. Entering the Senate in April, 1917, he had
neither thought about nor educated himself in the complexities of
foreign affairs. This lack of sophistication has caused historians to
ignore Johnson's economic arguments against American foreign
policy. 4
Another virtually unexplored aspect of Johnson's thinking upon
foreign affairs is the influence of World War I. In reacting to
wartime economic mobilization, Johnson predicted it would be
impossible to prevent "great fortunes to be made out of our peril
and disaster." 5 It was the Wall Street investor, Johnson insisted,
who would profit from an internationalist-minded foreign policy.
Consequently, Johnson concluded that big business had been influential in pushing Woodrow Wilson into an internationalist
position . As a result Johnson's early arguments against the Treaty
were laden with images of malevolent business conspiracies. 6
It was during World War I, however, that the roots of Johnson's
isolation were planted. Initially, Johnson's skepticism was due to
Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points. He believed that Wilson had
been unduly influenced by British diplomats. In fact, Johnson
charged that Wilson had made an "excellent presentation of Great
Britain's war aims. 7 But it was the possibility of American troops
being available for postwar intrusion into world affairs which
caused Johnson's greatest fears. It appeared to Johnson that Wilson's diplomacy catered to policies which condoned territorial
aggrandizement. To support this belief, Johnson critically analyzed
points six through thirteen and concluded that Wilson was unwisely redrawing the map of Europe. 8
Woodrow Wilson responded to liis critics with a series of
supplemental ideas to his original Fourteen Points . On February
11, 1918, Wilson addressed Congress and stressed the necessity of a
just peace settlement as a means of facilitating permanent peace .
Johnson applauded Wilson's repudiation of territorial aggrandizement, but he was still uncertain about the President's leadership in
foreign affairs. Johnson believed that Wilson was simply placating
both isolationists and internationalists. Furthermore, Johnson
believed that Wilson was dishonest intellectually by stating that his
supplemental ideas did not modify the Fourteen Points. 9
With the November, 1918, armistice, Hiram Johnson was an
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avowed critic of Wilsonian diplomacy. He predicted that Allied
self-interest would make a just peace impossible. This conviction
was reinforced when the Allied powers imposed a temporary
censorship upon news from the Paris Peace Conference. Johnson
charged that Wilson echoed "the loftiest sentiments of democracy
and freedom for all nations" while destroying "the liberty of the
press and freedom of speech at home." 10 In Johnson's thinking,
press censorship was synonymous with hidden motives . He was
convinced that Wilson had not disclosed his full intentions in
matters relating to the Treaty of Versailles. 11
But in the aftermath of war, Hiram Johnson found it difficult to
arouse public opinion against Woodrow Wilson's foreign policy. It
was not until October 25, 1918, when Senator Philander C. Knox
of Pennsylvania charged that the United States had entered the
war solely to defeat Germany and to establish a League of Nations,
that Johnson refined his arguments on the economic consequences
of World War I. For some time he had been critical of the
temporary wartime agencies and the welter of businessmen staffing
them; the armistice convinced Johnson that postwar American
foreign policy might be influenced by these same individuals. 12
It was not until February, 1919, that Johnson focused upon the
issue which supported his contention that business and banking interests were influencing the direction of American foreign policy .
This issue was the debate over Article X of the League Covenant.
This provision pledged signatories to provide military or economic
aid to member nations who were threatened by internal or
external problems. Johnson believed that Article X would lead to
excessive American involvement in European economic affairs. 13
Sensing the opposition of Johnson and his irreconcilable colleagues, President Wilson held a dinner at the White House to
clarify the provisions of the Treaty to the Senate and House leaders
in foreign affairs. Wilson's intention was to placate the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. The result, however, was to harden
Johnson's attitudes upon Wilson's foreign policy. The Californian
concluded that Wilson was cooperating too closely with the British
and unnecessarily promising American economic aid to Europe. 14
In the spring of 1919, Hiram Johnson emerged as one of the
leading critics of Wilson's foreign policy. At this point Johnson believed, as did many of the irreconcilables, that the Senate was the
proper forum to arouse opposition to the Treaty of Versailles. Consequently, Johnson was one of the leaders in promoting the Senate
Round Robin Resolution which denounced the League of Nations
and advocated immediate peace negotiations with Germany. As
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one of thirty-nine senators and senators-elect who signed the resolution, Johnson urged Wilson to consider compromising his
viewpoint with Senate opinion . 15 To his close personal friends
Johnson predicted that a peace treaty would be ratified with
amendments, and he urged support for Wilson if the President
revised his ideas on Article X of the League Covenant. 16
By May, 1919, Johnson was convinced that Wilson would not
compromise, and he informed his son that he would tour the
country in an attempt to expose the inequities of Wilson's peace
plans. 17 At the center of Johnson's reasons, fears of big business influences persisted. In a Senate speech Johnson charged that the
nation's "economic resources .. . for all time" would be committed
to aid troubled European nations. 18 To his son, Hjram Jr., Johnson
was more exact in detailing his fears . The League of Nations,
Johnson charged, was "a huge war trust, backed by international
capitalists who prefer to have an international clearing house ." ~>J
On June 2, 1919, in a two hour Senate speech, Hiram Johnson
accused Wilson of "cynical indifference" to the Senate's historic
treaty making powers. This speech was an indication that Johnson
was prepared to tour the country as a trailing speaker against Wilson and his League supporters. 20 But Johnson was skeptical about
defeating the Treaty. "It is a monstrous thing that this treaty is on
Wall Street and our people denied it," Johnson lamented to his
eldest son, "but with the press agencies favorable to the
Administration, the matter will never get over as it ought." 21
But Johnson soon began to change his mind. Two events influenced his thinking about defeating Wilson's peace plans. First,
public reaction to the Shantung agreements in the Treaty were
negative. The Shantung settlement allowed Japan to continue
to occupy the former Chinese province. This agreement added
credence to the irreconcilable argument that the Treaty was imperialistic in nature and violated Wilson's precept of self-determination. Moreover, the Versailles negotiations revealed that Great
Britain and France had agreed to the Shantung issue in 1917 and
Wilson was forced to accept the Allied agreement. 22 Second, the
Germans leaked a treaty to the American press. Not bound by the
Allied nonpublication agreement, the Germans leaked a copy
which Thomas Lamont, a financial advisor to the American peace
delegation and a Wall Street businessman, and Henry Davison, a
businessman who headed the League of Red Cross societies, delivered to the New York Times. Both Lamont and Davison were
affiliated with the J. P. Morgan Company, and this connection
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convinced Johnson that Wall Street had significantly influenced
the Treaty negotiations. 23
By September, 1919, however, the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee hearings had clouded the Treaty's chances for ratification . The irreconcilables had succeeded in attaching forty-five
amendments to the Versailles agreement, thus assuring President
Wilson's opposition to reservations. Johnson announced that he
would not accept the reservations nor vote for the Treaty in any
form . 28 Privately, Johnson informed Sacramento Bee editor, C . K.
McClatchy, "we'll ratify the Treaty and the League with reservations." 29 This will mean, Johnson predicted, that "the international
bankers . .. will have the receivership of the world ... " 30 At this
stage of the Treaty fight, Johnson believed it was impossible to
prevent Wilsonian diplomacy from securing its stated objectives.
In November, 1919, Johnson changed his mind about reservations . He felt that reservations would block Wilson's ability to
implement a dictated peace. But the Senate rejected the reservations proposed by Henry Cabot Lodge. Johnson was delighted, and
he became more optimistic about exposing the "economic roots" of
American diplomacy. 31
On December 1, the Senate reassembled to reconsider the
Treaty. Johnson suddenly became a staunch supporter of the
Lodge reservations; his purpose was to force Wilson into opposing
his own peace terms. Johnson and his irreconcilable colleagues did
everything possible to prevent a political compromise. As a result
the Smelling Committee was formed to investigate Wilson's attitudes upon Mexican affairs. In reality the Smelling Committee
attempted to publicize Wilson's ill health and physical incapacity
to carry out presidential duties. 32
This intrigue was unnecessary because a series of events soon
doomed the Treaty. On January 30, 1920 Democratic party
leaders announced that further compromises were fruitless, because Wilson would not accept the Lodge reservations . After a
great deal of haggling and inconsequential political maneuvering,
the Treaty of Versailles came up for its final Senate vote . On
March 19, 1920, the Treaty of Versailles fell seven votes short of
the necessary two-thirds required for ratification . 33 The nation
turned its attention to domestic affairs and the election of Warren
G. Harding. On July 2, 1921, the Senate and House approved a
joint resolution ending the war. The Knox-Porter resolution
officially ended World War I but it was passed virtually unnoticed. 34
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As a result of these two instances, Johnson strongly supported
Senator Philander C. Knox's resolution calling for separation of the
League Covenant from the Versailles Treaty. By mid-June, 1919,
Johnson's work on the Senate Foreign Relations Committee began
to attract those Senators who were organizing a series of speaking
tours to counter W.ilson's proposed peace . In July, 1919, Johnson
toured New England to increase public awareness on the Treaty
debate. The results surprised Johnson . He was enthusiastically received and his arguments against Article X were applauded
vehemently. 24
The week long tour of New England was a major turning point
in Johnson's public opposition to Wilsonian diplomacy. The
positive public reaction convinced Johnson to escalate his attack
upon the Versailles Treaty. Consequently, in July, 1919, when
President Wilson presented the Senate the final peace treaty Johnson stood in the forefront of Wilson's critics. As the Senate hearings
commenced, Johnson's main arguments centered around the
economic implications of Article X of the League Covenant. At this
point the possibility of reservations to the Treaty did not concern
Johnson . He believed that some form of compromise was
necessary to equitably settle the differences between Wilson and
his critics. A compromise solution, Johnson insisted, was the only
rational way to settle the questions concerning the Treaty and
future American diplomacy. This opinion was modified when
Johnson cross-examined Secretary of State Robert Lansing. Under
sharp questioning from the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
Lansing admitted that Wilson had known of secret agreements between the Allied powers and Japan. Without concessions to Japan
in Shantung, Lansing pleaded, President Wilson could not have
secured Allied cooperation which was essential in concluding the
war. Lansing's testimony convinced Johnson that President Wilson
was bankrupt morally. The President had abandoned his Fourteen
Points, and Johnson believed this was a dangerous omen. The instability of European politics, he believed, was seeping into the
American political arena. 25
Article X, Johnson predicted, would mean that the United States
would "be embroiled in Europe's quarrels at least until 1950, and,
of course, that will mean for all time." 26 As a result of this conviction, Johnson embarked on a ten day tour of the Middle West
urging the Treaty's defeat . Although national attention was riveted
on Wilson's tour, Johnson's arguments against the Shantung agreement, the dangers of Article X, and big business influences upon
the peace settlement were well received . 27

20

Hiram W. Johnson's contributions to the rejection of the Versailles Treaty were in publicizing the dangers of Article X, the
alleged influences of bankers and businessmen, and, finally, the
failure of Wilsonian diplomacy in appeasing the United States
Senate and public opinion in general. But the crux of Johnson's
arguments always centered around malevolent economic conspiracies. His thinking was reminiscent of the 1930s and for that reason
it appeared to be out of touch with the issues surrounding post
World War I America . Nevertheless, Hiram Johnson's influence in
foreign affairs was strong enough to force Warren G. Harding to
court the Californian's support in domestic politics 35 Thus,
Johnson's political career was transformed into the image of a
staunch isolationist during the interwar period.
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JUNCTION CITY
JOSEPHINE EvANS HARPHAM

Part I The Scandinavian Festival
(The author wishes to thank Dr. G. F. Fletchall for the following
information.)
In the city's history was its Scandinavian heritage, and it seemed
that this was the one thing which could be developed into a
colorful annual celebration. With this thought, the next step was
to get community reaction or support for the idea of a festival.
Initially it was casually mentioned to a few key individuals,
especially at times when the conversation led to the discouraging
prospects for growth of the community. The thought of the Festival was presented as a possibility of developing a better community spirit. It was to afford a common ground on which all
groups could lend support in the common goal of making Junction
City a better place in which to live. From this slow beginning,
many individuals began to ask for more concrete plans and suggested that it be proposed to the Chamber of Commerce. By
January of 1961 the undercurrent of thought appeared to be
favorable, the time right, and most people receptive; and the
entire draft of a Scandinavian Festival was printed and presented
to the Chamber. There was immediate acceptance of the idea, and
the Chamber of Commerce appointed a committee to work with
Dr. Fletchall. It was the job of this committee to establish a budget
for the first year's celebration. This was later presented to the
Chamber who accepted their report agreeing to underwrite the
first Festival. Dr. Fletchall was asked to act as chairman and to
organize the first Festival which was to be held in August of
that year.
The next job was to sell the community on the idea. The first
question asked by most people was "what could we do for entertainment in such a Festival?" To give some idea of the scope of
such a program, a special meeting was announced at one of the
schools, and everyone was invited to attend. A Scandinavian Advisory Board was organized of influential people who gave their
moral support and advice. The one thing which was emphasized
from the beginning was authenticity. There was little material to
draw from for this first town meeting. We had no folk dancers, no
Scandinavian musicians, no costumes or flags. A large department
store in Portland loaned us a set of Scandinavian flags for decoration. A folk dance group from Eugene consented to come and
dance for us. We utilized our own community chorus and during
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the evening interspersed the program with thoughts and suggestions relative to the Festival which was scheduled the early part of
August. The first community meeting was held in May; we only
had two and a half months to prepare for the first event.
The idea was enthusiastically accepted and committee heads
were appointed and interested persons were assigned to committees
to begin work. The first task was the building of over a hundred
planter-boxes to hold the petunias which were to decorate the
mall. Patterns were taken from the borrowed flags and a local
women's group made us several dozen flags. Since there was no
local folk dance group, one was quickly organized and began
weekly practices . The Community Chorus began rehearsing
numbers, some in Scandinavian vernacular to present during the
Festival. Many organizations began p lanning and working on the
construction of Scandinavian buildings which could be dismantled
and erected quickly which would be placed on the mall. Publicity
brochures were printed, and a small Scandinavian band was organized in the school. These activities were the nuclei of the first
Scandinavian Festival which was held in August, 1961.
A few days before the first Festival, the flower boxes in full
bloom were transported downtown, the streets were closed, a
dance platform was erected in the center of the mall, and the
Scandinavian buildings were erected on both sides of the street.
Colored lights draped the streets at night, and the flags made a
colorful canopy over the streets in the daytime. During the first
four-day Festival, over 25,000 people visited the city. Representatives from 28 states and many foreign countries registered. At the
registration booth, each person was allowed to choose the Scandinavian nationality he desired, and he was given souvenir citizenship papers. Various groups, churches, lodges, service clubs and
individuals prepared and sold Scandinavian food and souvenirs.
These items were kept at a very nominal fee and there was no
charge made for entertainment. In a true Festival atmosphere,
everyone entered the spirit of the thing, dressed in Scandinavian
costumes and participated in games and folk dancing. It was apparent that our desire to avoid a formal show was successful, for
young and old came to participate and many expressed their appreciation for something so spontaneous, non-commercial, and
different.
Many interesting guests appear at each Festival. One year, a
young foreign exchange student had just arrived from Norway.
The atmosphere of the Festival was reminiscent of her home
country, causing her to feel welcome. Her adjustment that year
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was easy. Another, a lady from Latvia wore her national costume
which she had fashioned from articles collected during her internment in a Nazi prison camp. Her story and the explanation of her
costume brought to mind the sacrifices these countries have paid
for freedom .
Prior to the first Festival, few individuals had costumes of any
sort . It was necessary to spend much time in research, collecting
data, pictures and descriptions, fashioning patterns and sewing
costumes to be worn at Festival time. By opening day fully a third
of the townspeople had their own costumes which added to the
color and pageantry of the occasion .
Many mistakes were made in the first Festival. Perhaps the
greatest mistake was the underestimation of the crowd which
would attend.
A Smorgasbord had been scheduled for Saturday evening at
which three thousand were served and at least ~nother thousand
turned away. Other groups, too, failed to have enough food prepared and spent nights preparing Danish pastries to supply their
shops during the daytime.
Succeeding Festivals have grown in numbers attending and a
sincere attempt has been made to incorporate more and more
authenticity in the programs, the food, and the atmosphere. It has
evolved into more than a local event; it is becoming a Northwest
community event. Various folk dance groups, choruses and instrumental groups have travelled to the Festival and have been
featured on the program . Radio stations, television stations, newspapers and magazines, have cooperated with this community in
making the celebration known .
During the past two celebrations, approximately 30 to 40
thousand have attended each celebration. The Festival is familiar
to most of the Northwest and is gaining in national recognition.
A few simple principles have been adopted by the Scandinavian
Festival Association which were incorporated in the first venture
and have held to the present time. The Festivals are supported by
the membership fees of those joining the Association, by gifts from
local merchants, and by a percentage revenue from the shops
erected on the mall for the four-day celebration .
The Festival is always held on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, the second week-end in August. The first day is always
Swedish Day, followed by Norwegian Day, Finnish Day and
finally by Danish Day and homecoming . The Association refuses to
make any charge for, parking, entrance or registration, attending
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programs or community dancing. Gaudy advertising and competitive pricing are forbidden, and visitors are charged only for the
food or gifts they purchase . There are no beauty contests, ruling
queens, competitive parades, carnivals or commercialization allowed . The program, though loosely planned, is variable and
spontaneous. Friendliness, color and authenticity are the guiding
principles of those who plan the event. Every attempt is made to
make it a cultural presentation, and in the true connotation of the
word "festival" the program is formulated with the thought of
encouraging everyone to participate .
The program, for the most part, follows the same format each
year beginning in the morning and lasting until late evening. On
opening day the Mayor, dressed in traditional tails and top
hat, rides to the mall to officially begin the Festival. His duty is
also to open Little Scandinavia and to preside at the initial flagraising ceremonies . On the mall, the shops are open all day and
evening. The children have much to occupy them all during the
day. Borne Haven is a children's garden supervised by adults . Here
the children are given opportunity to create objects of art .
Each morning there is a program for children, giving them
demonstrations in costumes, foods, and customs of the Scandinavian countries, and affording them an opportunity to learn simple
folk dances and songs. Guided bus tours are conducted several
times each day and are furnished free-of-charge to visitors who
wish to see the city, its industry, homes, schools and churches . This
tour also includes the nearby agricultural area where one may observe first-hand the intensive agriculture and dairying of the
region . By late afternoon the young folk present a program of folk
dancing. The "Scandinavian Fine Arts" presentation is also scheduled in the afternoon, and in this hour many cultural items are
presented . In conjunction with the Festival there are special
exhibitions of Scandinavian crafts and wares, an Arts and Crafts
show, a Rock and Hobby Show, and a Flower Show. These have
been expanded from year to year, and at times there are special
demonstrations in handwork, making of lefse, spinning and
weaving. While one can find good food all during the day, each
evening features a different meal. These might consist of a Swedish
pancake supper, a Swedish meat-ball dinner, a Smorgasbord or
chicken barbeque.
The evenings begin with a formal program consisting mainly of
community singing, vocal and instrumental groups, folk dancing
by local dancers and visitors from other places.
Each evening the children have their part in the program and
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usually dramatize one of the tales of Hans Christian Andersen. At
the close of the evening program, the Vikings stage their torch
parade, and outstanding guests are presented to the audience .
Following the evening program, the rest of the evening is spent
in community dancing. Each day of the four -day Festival has been
set aside honoring one of the Scandinavian countries. Saturday and
Sunday afternoons have added features such as Ring-riding and
other sports included in Scandinavian Field events .
Preparations for the Festival usually begin approximately ten
months preceding the event . These preparations include we"lkly
practices by the Community Chorus, weekly meetings by the
various folk dancing groups, a Danish language class and the
Vikings and the Viking Auxiliary. (The Vikings were organized for
the purpose of promoting the Festival at home and abroad, and for
doing the actual work necessary to produce the Festival.) At
Christmas, there is the traditional Christmas party with the community tree, singing and folk dancing. Through the winter, various groups work on projects such as making dolls, handwork, costumes and other items to be sold during the Festival. By late
spring, preparations for food begin . At this time, approximately
35,000 meat balls are made, several hundred pies, and thousands
of coffee-cakes and rolls.
At the Smorgasbord, the single item of potato salad includes 500
pounds of potatoes, 7 gallons of mayonnaise, 5 gallons of pickles,
l - 1!2 cases of eggs and 100 pounds of onions. At this meal, 200 gallons of pickled herring and 200 pounds of smoked salmon as well
as 400 pounds of roast beef and 400 pounds of boiled tongue find
their way to the heavy laden serving table. At this single meal,
from four to five thousand persons are fed. Many hundreds of
people are involved in Festival preparations, and many thousands
of man-hours go into the preparation .
What has the Festival done for Junction City? First and
foremost, it has furnished a broad base on which people from
various groups and organizations can meet in friendship while they
work or have fun. It has helped the people of Junction City take
new pride in their town. Prior to the first Festival there was a
spontaneous city clean-up and many business firms downtown redecorated the front of their stores. Before the first Festival, at least
half of the stores on the main street were vacant. Today every store
is occupied, business is thriving, and several new office spaces are
being built and rented as quickly as they are available. A new
Dairy Queen store, built in the Scandinavian motif can be seen on
the highway . A drug store, likewise, has remodelled the outside of
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its building in a rustic manner to help carry out the Scandinavian
theme we hope to see promoted in the town .
A restaurateur from Copenhagen, Denmark has opened Scandia
House featuring Danish foods. A new shopping center is being
built in the heart of the city and another professional building is
now under construction in the down-town area . A new bank is
scheduled to be built soon. The city has a new Post Office, Scandia
Hall has been redecorated inside and out, offering a meeting-place
for various Festival groups. The Festival Association with the help
of businessmen has purchased three lots in the center of the city to
develop them for Festival purposes. Two of our automobile dealers
are expanding their businesses and plan to build larger quarters
soon. The city's business climate has improved and several people
who have visited Junction City at Festival time have moved here
and established their homes and businesses here.
T he next issue of the Pacific Historian will describe Junction City architecture .
Th(' a u thor , Josephine Harpham is a freelance writer, who has published widely in
Oregon newspapers , Sunset Magazine and many historical journals. She is the
a uthor of Doorways Into History.
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THE EARLY
UPPER NAPA VALLEY
RACHEL ELIZABETH CYRUS WRIGHT

INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The following historical sketch, covering the first two decades of
American settlement in the upper Napa Valley was written by
[Rachel] Elizabeth Cyrus Wright [Mrs. George Wright] in 1928.
She was the youngest child of John Cyrus [1831-1891] and Lovina
Graves Cyrus [1834- ?], both of whom reached California in 1846.
Lovina was one of the survivors of the tragic Donner Party.
Neither family history nor Hubert Howe Bancroft in his History of
California [II, 733] relates what party John and his parents came
with. Although some have speculated that the two met while
crossing the plains, Elizabeth makes it plain that her parents met
at the Yount Ranch in 1848.
Elizabeth, the narrator, was born in 1873, so her knowledge of
the period is based largely on what her "parents and older cousins"
had told her. The scenes she described were largely around Yountville and Calistoga. At the time she wrote the memoir she was
fifty-jive, but was using notes apparently made some years earlier.
We may expect it to be quite an authentic reflection of the period
even if subject to correction in detail.
These papers were found by Jack W. Heald of Turlock about ten
years after the death of his grandfather, William T . Heald, a first
cousin of Mrs. Wright and nephew of Harmon Heald, founder of
Healdsburg, California. They have been reproduced and circulated with his permission. Genealogical data was furnished by Mr .
Heald and compared with that contained in the volumes of
Bancroft.
John E . Caswell
California State College, Stanislaus
Turlock, California
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There is an Indian phrase- Tu-la-halusi- meaning beautiful
land and I am going to begin my tale of Upper Napa Valley by
describing the actual condition of this beautiful land as it was told
to me by my father who saw it before man had made any changes
in its condition.
It lay, fresh from the hand of God, like a great unfenced park.
The hillsides, unscarred by scratches of road grades or square
clearings for vineyards and orchards, wore their full dress of trees
down to the floor of the valley. There were groups of noble oaks
scattered across the valley lands, no cut down trees, no stumps save
those of trees that had died honorably of old age. Flowers every
where in the spring and berries in the fall to feed the bears and
coons who prefer a balanced ration to the strictly mean menu of
the panthers .
On the floor of the valley the native grasses, clover, wild oats,
and flowers grew shoulder high- high enough to furnish not only
food but a hiding place to the herds of deer and elk that ranged
the open spaces . While the hills served as a residence for large
grizzly bears and panthers as well as the common run of smaller
animals . All of this extensive animal population, like the native
Indians, is now not only driven back by the advancing tides of
civilization but some, like the valley elk and grizzlies, are actually
exterminated, there being no known specimens left alive here or
elsewhere.
But in those days animals and Indians lived peacefully in the
land together as the conservative Indians killed only such small
numbers as were necessary to maintain their balanced ration
which consisted mainly of cakes made of pounded acorns and the
nuts of hazle and pine trees and berries of madrone and manzanita
also roots of brodea and other native lillies .
They also fished the streams. There was a heavy spring run of
steel head salmon in those days and they caught and smoked some
small reserve of them while the run lasted but they made little provision for the morrow at any time being largely nomadic with few
established locations, shifting in small groups from one desirable
spot to another with the game and seasons .
In the upper end of the valley there were three main Indian
locations at the time of the arrival of the first white men, one near
the creek on land first occupied by Kilburn and now belonging to
Sam Kollett, one beside the creek below the present cemetery on
what was originally part of my grandfather's location and now
owned by Dr. Pond .
But the main or chief ranchera was located near the hot springs
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which the Indians used and was, to be exact, where now is Mrs.
Piner's lot in the block below the Calistoga Public Library.
There had originally been quite a large Indian population
throughout the whole valley but before the advent of locating
white men they had suffered a severe epidemic of some sort,
probably small pox contracted from some visiting ship's crew or
stray Spaniard. At any rate their first report on themselves was
that many of their people had died. Thus the first white settlers
found comparatively few natives and those entirely peaceable and
willing to learn from the whites new ways of obtaining food and
shelter .
The valley was visited at some, so far as I can find, unrecorded
time by Capt. Fremont or by some of his men . There is a legend
among the first settlers of Franz Valley that a certain blazed trail
across the hills toward Santa Rosa was made by Fremont and his
men. There is also a legend that he occupied the log cabin that still
stands beside the road just above Mark West Springs. If that were
so I think it must have been when he was enroute from Marysville
Buttes location to Sonoma Presidio at the time of the raising of the
Bear Flag when he was called there to help the American settlers.
But at least one of the men who went east with him on his return from his 1843-44 expedition had been in the main Napa
Valley either with him or independently or had first hand information from someone who had , as I have been told that my
grandfather, Enoch Cyrus, talked with such a man in Missouri
before starting overland in '46. So when he left St. Jo , Missouri
that spring it was to come to Napa Valley, knowing that it was
desirable, tillable acreage granted by the Spaniards to white men
who would welcome and sell to white emigrants.
One of these was Captain Yount who came in 1831, married a
Spanish woman and obtained a grant to land bordering that of the
Spaniards who already held grants to the lands at upper tide water
of the lower part of the river. Marrying a Spanish wife was one of
the requirements for getting a land grant as the Spanish government felt this would act as a bond on the otherwise foreign
element.
Captain Yount's location near what is now the town of Yountville was not far from where the trail, that is nobody knows how
old, came thru the hills from Sutters Fort on the Sacramento on its
way to Sonoma Presidio and Mission and on to the Russian Settlements at Fort Ross on the coast. He and his hospitable wife welcomed white men and their place was a sojourning location for
many incoming settlers, my father's people among others .
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Farther up the valley and at a little later date (1839) an Englishman of culture and education, who had married a sister of General
Vallejo, obtained a grant to all the upper part of the valley from
below the present site of the town of St. Helena to the foot of the
mountains on all sides. "Dr." Bale as he was called, was ever more
cordial in his reception of settlers than Captain Yount and it was
thru this cordiality that the Upper Napa Valley became one of the
earliest home centers of the northern state. Some families came
from the east knowing this, as my father's family did and others
came here after arrival in the state, as did my mother and her
sisters after losing their parents in the mountains in that awful
winter of 1846-47- by way of Pueblo San Jose and the Sonoma
Presidio which were both largely populated by Americans by that
time.
Among the earliest white men to come to the state and stay and
become a part of it were such men as Bidwell, Chiles, Coombs,
Yount, Bale, Kelsey, York, and Hudson. Of these Coombs, Chiles
and Yount became permanent residents of the lower part of the
valley and Bale, York and Hudson settled and stayed in the St.
Helena neighborhood.
Kelsey built the first cabin other than a bush shack, in the upper
end of the valley on what is now the Teale place a mile below the
present town of Calistoga, in 1844. This location was so well
chosen that it has been a home site continuously ever since, having
been for many years the home of one branch of the Kilburn family
before being purchased by Peter Teale, the father of the present
owner. Kelsey himself went on up to Lake County where he left
his name on the present town of Kelseyville and a more or less
creditable record of his doings with Indian affairs that brought
much grief to others as well as a tragic death to himself and his
partner, Stone, at their hands .
The first permanent building in the upper Valley was a frame
cabin built by John York in 1845 from timbers, boards and shakes
split from the big redwood trees that then grew along the hill line
near the present service station below town. This cabin was built
where the stream comes down what is now called Kortum Canon
at the head of Lincoln Avenue, Calistoga, and I have been told by
those who should know that the frame of the original cabin is a
part of the house that still stands there, (since torn down) which
with additions and alterations has been occupied continuously ever
since . "Uncle Jack York" as he was called by all old timers, did not
stay here as he took his family with him when he went to Sonoma
to soldier with the Americans of the Bear Flag Party and when he
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came back to Napa Valley he stopped on the lower part of the Bale
grant near the Hudson family with whom he had old associations.
When the partners Fowler and Hargrave bought all of the upper
part of the Bale grant Fowler made the York house his headquarters and thus it became the nucleus from which grew the
present town of Calistoga.

George C. Y aunt
Dr. Bale well knew that American homes in this valley must be
founded on somewhat different living conditions than the sun
warmed 'dobe built homes of the Spaniards south of the bay so one
of his early public spirited movements was to establish a saw mill
to cut lumber to build houses and a grist mill to grind the grain of
the settlers. These were built and operated, the saw mill by
Kilburn and the grist mill by Kellogg. Both were centers of activity
as well as being sources of supplies. Men who had teams doing
hauling to and from both mills. Bales saw-mill cut the lumber, and
I have heard Charles Tucker say that his father hauled it, to build
the first houses beside the river at the head of tide water- otherwise and later our county seat of Napa.
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Now, in the fall of 1846 comes my first hand knowledge of the
Valley- that is things told me by my own parents, as my father, a
lad of 15 years, came to Yount's Ranch at that time with his
people, his father, Enoch Cyrus, and his immediate family and the
young families of two married daughters. Being as yet uncertain
just where they wished to establish themselves permanently and
being welcomed at Yount's Ranch they all stayed there temporarily
except one son-in-law, William Nash, who, with his teams and
family, came on up to Bales mill where he worked at hauling of
logs and lumber for two years.
The Cyrus family proper and the Owsleys, the married
daughter, remained at Younts farming land for him and hunt-ing
grizzlies in the adjacent hills as Enoch Cyrus and all of the young
men were famous hunters.
The Cyrus family proper and the Owsleys, the married
daughter, remained at Younts farming land for him and hunting
grizzlies in the adjacent hills as Enoch Cyrus and all of the young
men were famous hunters.
In the meantime Kellog and Kilburn had been paid for their
mill building and operations by deeds to a more or less vast
acreage of the upper part of the Bale grant and Fowler and Hargrave had purchased all that part of it lay above their lands.
Nash, who had worked for Kilburn had been paid by him in
land and had learned that all those men were willing to sell parts
of their over large holdings to reliable men. So the Tuckers, who
had crossed the plains with my mother's family in 1846, had
become established at the next mountain stream above Kellogg's .
Later a son of the Tucker family marrying a daughter of the
Kellogg's. All this led the other members of the Cyrus family to the
head of the valley when the son-in-law, Owsley lived with the
others in a cabin near Fowlers for a few months then bought land
of Kilburn lying between their place and Nash, while Enoch Cyrus
bought of Fowler and Hargrave our old homestead on the stream
that is now called Cyrus Creek one mile north west of town; built
a cabin and moved there in the spring of 1849.
Thus we have the line up of permanent homes established along
the age old trail beside the western hills by or before that
year- 1849. Kellog's Mill, Tuckers by the next stream, now owned
by Drake, the Nash place, later owned by Shamp, then Holji and
now Curtis Wright, the Owsley location, now Brentas, and the
two Kilburns, one at the Dunaweal location and one at Teals,
Fowler and Hargrave at the Calistoga corner, and the Cyrus
homestead one mile beyond.
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I find among my notes of things told me by my parents and
older cousins the statement that the first white child born in the
neighborhood was a Kelsey, the date of birth not given and that a
daughter named Sarah was born to the Owsley family while they
were at the Fowler location , which was during the winter of '48
and '49.
Another man who came to the state in '45 in the same company
with York, Hudson and Grigsby was William Elliott . He afterwards acquired first title to the land in what is now known as
Franz Valley and raised a large family one of the sons of which
later married Rachel, my father's youngest sister . Elliott at one
time had a small grist mill in Franz Valley the stones of which
were later taken to the Mark W est mill over toward Santa Rosa .
Title to Franz Valley was early acquired by one "Capt." Franz
and his mother-in-law, a Mrs. Silbert. The two daughters of Mrs.
Franz, Minnie who married S. B. Clark and Edith, daughter of a
former marriage who married Geo . Kettlewell Sr. both survived
their husbands and still call Franz Valley "homeland." Their
memories of the valley would be a varied and interesting tale itself.
Near neighbor, even in those days, to Napa Valley, Knights
Valley had first been granted to a Spaniard, who sold his rights to
the southern or near end of the valley to Geo. Knight, who gave
the valley his name and whose ranch house was the commodious
adobe that still stands as the lower story of the modernized residence of Dr. Rinely. The farther end of this grant was bought
from the Spanish heirs by Calvin Holmes in 1859 or '60 and much
of it is still owned by his heirs .
Beyond the lines of this grant and among the first in this part of
the state to settle on U.S.Govt. lands were William and Ellen
McDonnell. He had crossed the plains as a team driver for Kellogg
and she was one of the young sisters in my mother's family, who
had lost their parents in the tragic winter of '46 and '47 by Donner
Lake or rather in the heroic effort to get from Donner to Sutter's
Fort. The father dying in his attempt to lead an expedition of
members of the party afoot, over untold depths of snow, to get
help to rescue their families ; and their mother in the effort to come
out with the rescurers, who responded so nobly to the call which
reached Sutter's Fort by means of the younger members of the
snow shoe party, three of whom were my mother's two older
sisters .
It was the oldest of these two sisters, Mrs. Sarah Fosdick, whose
young husband had died with her father between Donner and
Sutter's Fort, that brought my aunt Ellen from Sutter's Fort to
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Sonoma Presidio where she lived with an American family for
some time, then came on with Aunt Sarah to live with the Kelloggs
at the mill. My mother, who had been taken to Pueblo San Jose, as
it was then called, where she lived with the kindly family of Isaac
Branham and went to school for a year or so, then came in July,
1848, via Sonoma, to join the other two sisters in the Napa Valley
settlement. About this time or a year later Aunt Sarah, Mrs .
Fosdick, as she then was, taught the first school for the children of
the community in a brush shanty under a fir tree out in front of
the mill .
Early that fall Aunt Ellen married Wm. McDonnell, At the time
of this marriage they and mamma rode horse back to Benicia
where there was a protestant minister of some denomination who
married them.
It is my desire to leave a record that will, to a certain extent,
indicate the living and social conditions of those times and this
community so that those, who now enjoy the land, may know how
it was prepared for them by these hardy pioneers. In order to do
this I will will digress to tell some bits of personal experience told
me by my parents.
One of the earliest that comes to mind is what my mother told
me of her arrival in the valley in the first week in July 1848. She
came, as I have said, to join her sister Ellen, but on her arrival at
Kelloggs found that Ellen was visiting the Howell family up on
Howell Mountain. The young girl was naturally disappointed at
not finding her chum sister and some man, who was going up to
Howell's with his team the next day, told her she might go up with
him if she would ride on the running gear of his rig. It had no rack
on it . She went, sitting on the rear axle with her feet dangling, the
driver sitting in like manner on the coupling pole, a trip of about
ten miles over rough mountain trails. This was on the date of her
fourteenth birthday July 3, 1848.
During their stay at Howell's hospitable home another visitor
arrived on horse back . This was the woman who was housekeeper
for Capt. Yount who had been given leave of absence for
sociability. During her stay she took a great fancy to mamma and
asked her to ride back to Yount's Ranch with her saying that she
could easily get a ride back up the valley to Kellogs when ever she
she wanted to return there, so mamma went with her riding
behind her on her horse.
When they arrived at the Yount Ranch a young lad came for ward to hold the horse and help the girl to dismount . Mamma said
he didn't say much but she liked his looks and manner and hoped
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that she might get to know him some day. She did as he moved to
the upper valley that fall where she was then living with Aunt
Ellen . This acquaintance ripened with the years and became a love
that lasted thru their lives as the lad was John Cyrus, my father.
My father was never one to talk unless he had something to say
and the principal things that I remember his telling were hunting
stories. I have heard him tell one bear story, a hunt that took place
in the hills east of Yountville before they left there that I would not
dare try to repeat in full. But however often I heard it told it
always left me shaking with excitement. The main features bring
the fact that the hunting party consisting of Enoch Cyrus, two sons
and one son-in-law, early in the day roused a big mother bear and
three cubs, a two year old and two yearlings, in the old canon
above the present location of Stags Leap . That, during the day and
at the hands of one or another of the bears, and each in a different
way, every man had a hair's breadth escape. They shot, more or
less seriously, three of the bears but owing to the especially rough
country all escaped them and they had nothing to show for their
big day's hunt. This being an almost unique thing with them .
·
Another bit of detail that mamma told me is concerning that
wedding tour of Aunt Ellen's. After the marriage they crossed to
the other shore, presumably by some crude ferry, and went south
thru the rolling Contra Costa hills. The bride and groom and
sister-in-law. Daylight waned and the trail faded. At last they
came to a stream and on the theory that "even the weariest river
winds some where to the sea" they dismounted, unsaddled, turned
their horses loose to drink and graze while they went peacefully,
supperless to sleep using their saddles for pillows. The next
morning the followed the stream (which was San Pablo Creek) till
they found a trail crossing it in what they sensed to be their
direction and so went on their way thru lovely San Ramone
Valley, past Mission San Jose, thru Pueblo San Jose where they
visited the Branhams and so on to their sister Mary's new home
near Mission San Juan Bautista.
"Billy and Ellen soon returned to establish their new home but
mamma stayed with Aunt Mary and Uncle Tom Clark until the
next spring when she again came back to Napa Valley and lived
with Billy and Ellen till her own marriage. When she first returned, Billy and Ellen were living in the cabin that stood in the
glen of Redwood Lodge. While there she walked every morning to
the school that Aunt Sarah was teaching by the mill and so near
and familiar were their animal neighbors that fresh tracks in the
trail often indicated that grizzly bears had passed that way the
night before.
·
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By October of that year Aunt Sarah had married a son of the
Richie family and was living out in the middle of the valley about
the present location of the Co it Ranch. It was while Billy and
Ellen still lived in the little cabin beside the road that their first
child, that Anne McDonnell who has been so loved by all who
have known her all her life, was born . It was on a night in late
October and there had been such heavy rains that when they sent
a man, to ask Aunt Sarah to come to her sister Ellen, his horse had
to swim Napa River-this was a water condition that has been
almost unknown at that time of the year ever since.
Mamma had also told me of one night when she stayed with
Aunt Sarah in that same cabin in the middle of the valley. Richie
was gone from home on one of the many expeditions that occupied
so much of his time and mamma was keeping her lonely sister
company. By that time hogs had been introduced and each household had its few pigs. The grizzlies were so fond of pig meat and it
was so easy for them to catch the small animals, that the owners
were obliged to build stout, roofed houses for them and shut them
up every night.
This night mamma, doing the chores, missed one small pig.
Early in the night a prowling bear discovered the unfortunate
piglet who made for the house for protection. Had the man of the
place been at home or even his gun that would have been sufficient, but Richie was not only gone but had his gun with him . The
bear chased the pig round and round the house. As they came by
the door each time the women would yell and wave their arms at
the bear to try to drive him away. The best they could do was to
force him to detour into a wider circle and they never succeeded in
getting the frightened pig into the house. He ran by the door each
time, then the bear would return to the chase. This continued till
the bear on one round got the pig headed away from the building.
He soon overhauled him and began his delayed meal of pork
without waiting to kill the poor beast. Thus mamma and auntie
were forced to listen to the squeals of the unfortunate animal until
the bear ate far enough into his vitals to cause them to end by
death or exhaustion.
All women were taught to use, load, shoot and clean the muzzle
loading rifles then in use as they never knew when some need for
such self protection would occur. When the McDonnells moved
out to their Knights Valley location and mamma went with them,
there were no other white settlers between them and the Williamette River in Oregon. No one could be sure that the natives
would always be friendly and women must often be left at home
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alone. Our Indians did however continue to live in peace with the
settlers. Kelsey, as before stated, had trouble with the natives up
near Clear Lake. I have been told that he treated them cruelly,
undertook to enslave them and treat them as pack animals, that he
drove bands of them down to the boat landing at Napa, loaded
them with supplies for his place, then drove them back over the
hard hill trails . They rebelled and taking the matter into their own
hands they killed him. Then, because of this, they feared the
friendly, kind Partner, Stone, so they killed him also.
Some of Kelsey's friends came to Upper Napa Valley and wanted
the settlers to band themselves together and drive back the
Indians, but they replied that this was unnecessary as the Indians,
if well treated, were friendly, and an advantage rather than otherwise as they were not only willing but glad to work if they were
left free, well treated and properly paid for their labor .
Thus the matter stood for some time. Then came a small
detachment of soldiers under a snappy young officer from Benicia
saying that he had been sent to exterminate the Indians. The
people were gone from the two lower villages on a hunt, so he
came on up to the one of the Cyrus place . Enoch Cyrus tried to
argue him out of it but was sharply commanded to "shut up and
go away or he, too, would be shot.
The Indians, not knowing their danger, and never having seen
men in uniform before, were clustered in a group watching these
strangely clothed men when the officer gave the order "Fire" and
his men fired point blank at the harmless natives killing some and
wounding others .
Then evidently feeling that he had made a sufficient show of his
authority, the young officer retired with his men and the
frightened, grief stricken Indians carried their dead away to the
thick timber where they held a great "cry" that night. They then
went back into the canons and hid until an answer came, from
Benicia, to the protest that had been sent by the settlers, saying
that the young officer had exceeded orders, had been dismissed
from the service for so doing and that no more soldiers would be
sent unless requested by the settlers . Then Enoch Cyrus went up to
the cache where he had been carrying food to the fugitives and
called to one named Jake, who knew his voice and came out to be
told that all was safe for them to come home which they did,
luckily in no way blaming the settlers for their mistreatment .
Thus for some years lived these hardy pioneers and thus for
many more years would they have lived, remote from markets and
source o(supplies even though the country had become U .S. terri-
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tory, thanks to Capt . Fremont and those who acted with him, had
it not been for the totally unexpected discovery of gold in 1848 and
the sudden development of commerce that followed that event.
Few of these valley people went into the mining districts after
the great discovery. Fewer of them stayed there or made money in
any way from the gold rush . They were neither gold diggers nor
merchantile minded. They were farmers, home makers, most of
whom sold farms in the middle west and came to this far coast to
get away from the severe winters of the eastern country. Thus our
little community is unique in California having been settled by
Americans for American homes, having the first community school
and church north of the bay and the first saw mill and grist mill in
all this part of the state.
Those already mentioned were not the sole and total population
but they were the most permanent. They also raised families who
have "carried on." Some of the descendants of these first families
remain in the county a few in this community after a lapse of
seventy-five years . This may not argue a progressive disposition but
it surely does indicate the lure of this lovely valley.
So as there were families that "came and stayed and went" there
were also single men who lived and died leaving no descendants.
All these left, however, their impression on the community and
memories among those who remained .
The Kilburn families drifted down the state with the years. So
did all of the Kelloggs except the daughter who married Geo.
Tucker. Relatives of these who came early, stayed a while, and
finally settled in the community of Napa, were the Gesford and
Lawley families . The Fowlers also eventually sold out and moved
to Napa. Peter Teale, whose wife was Mary Tucker, followed the
Tucker family to California in 1852 and bought one of the Kilburn
places.
During their early years it was a strong social community,
bright, attractive, high spirited young women and fine upstanding
men. Many were the happy gatherings- quilting bees among the
women; and horse breaking contests and hunts among the men; an
occasional house party at one or another of the homes and more or
less rarely a trip to Sonoma (horseback of course) by a party of the
more enthusiastic ones to a big dance . Sonoma being the nearest
approach to a town within reach and being a presidio was well
supplied with beaus who gave these attractive girls a good time
and put the local men quite on their best behavior to keep up.
Such trips occupied several days, the girls visiting in the hospitable
homes of the American families of Sonoma .
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In the Cyrus family bear hunts were a regular thing as all of
them were famous hunters, the brother who died later, Pleasant by
name, being the champion shot of the whole community. These
bear hunts were for the protection of stock as well as for pleasure
and profit out of the hides and tallow taken from the bears. Bear
meat was little used being so much less tasty than the deer and elk
that were so easily obtained, but before the advent of hogs to the
barn yards, bear tallow produced a very good substitute for lard,
especially in the fall when the bears were acorn fat . After the hogs
were added to the barn yards it was necessary to fight back the
bears to protect the hogs as well as young cattle.
Sometimes the Cyrus men worked alone and sometimes the
whole male population would organize as they did at the time
when they finally put an end to the depredations of "Old hog
killer" as they had come to call one large and impudent bear who
had made many raids and always gotten away wi~h the bacon.
At the time of his last great raid he made his appearance first at
Nash's where he was trying to tear open the roof of the pig pen
until frightened away by Nash, who although he had a gun in
good condition, had to have a larger target than a grizzly in order
to hit any part of it, as he was, to say the least, no hunter, especially of bears. Nevertheless the noise he made saved his hogs.
The bear's next call, later the same evening, was at Owsleys, a
mile or so up the valley. Owsley himself did not lack ability as he
was almost equal to the Cyrus boys and often hunted with them.
But rifles those days were not always dependable and his failed
him this time. The bear, apparently knowing his man, did not
wait to give him a chance to readjust the cap on his rifle but beat
it to the next location which was Kilburns.
Here the log house stood, as the present house now stands, near
two large oak trees. A mother pig had made her bed with her
babies between these two trees and Mr. Kilburn thought they
would surely be safe so near to the house so he did not make them
go into the crowded pen with the other pigs. Now houses meant
nothing to "Old hog killer" when he smelt young pigs . He would
have lifted them from the very door step if necessary, so he tackled
the brood between the trees in the door yard. The mother put up a
fight and Kilburn jumped to the rescue but, having loaned his rifle
to a friend he had only a pepper box six shooter for a weapon . This
worked efficiently but the force of the bullets was not sufficient to
penetrate the tough hide of the old bear, tho it did serve to drive
him off.

44

By now he was getting quite peevish about his delayed meal, so
when he arrived at Fowlers and found the only loose hog to be the
big boar he tackled him. But the boar was a pretty good fighter
himself and was putting up a good defense when Fowler and his
men appeared with guns. The shooting was necessarily guarded
because of the mixture of the bear and the boar, so again the old
boy got away without a serious wound , this time taking off up the
canon back into the hills . The men followed a short distance but
soon found that useless in the night, and returned to the house to
plan to call out the men of the valley and try to make a job of it
the next day .
This was carried out with all the hog owners, whether hunters
or not, going up the canon in pursuit of the old monarch of the
hills. Early in the day one of the scattered groups of men, this one
consisting more of hog owners than hunters, among whom were
Nash and Bill Hargrave, met him face to face - fired wild and
wide and were routed by a charge from the enraged animal.
Hargrave declared that in the dash they made to safety he jumped
clear over brush, which when viewed later proved to be fifteen
feet high; and some of them told that when they got to the bottom
of the trail they found Nash sitting on the ground by a small tree
with his arms around it, for safety!
The next feature of the day was a spirited encounter between
another group of men with a bear. Much shooting resulted in the
death of the bear, which when examined, proved to be another
younger and smaller animal.
Later in the day, the reorganized hunt took up the trail of the
old boy himself and finally over took him just beyond the watershed between the heads of the two streams that drain these hills .
He had taken shelter in a brush patch but with much firing they
made this too hot for him . Below him was an open slope that he
must cross in order to reach timber . To do this he employed a
means of transportation that I have never heard of elsewhere. In
his frenzy he encircled his head with his fore paws, curled up his
hind legs making a huge ball of himself and rolled himself down
that hill over and over length wise, like a great grey-brown ball.
As the hunters were stationed all around nearly every man took
at least one shot at the rolling mass enroute. At the foot of this hill
he met the Cyrus dogs who had been following the trail of the
other bear up that stream . They promptly put him up a tree where
he could be seen . Council was held on the hill above as careful
shooting was now required because of the baying and valuable
dogs . Pleasant Cyrus, owner of the dogs being, admittedly, the
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best shot of all the hunters was helped up into another tree from
which a good shot could be taken and the other men stood below,
loading their rifles and handing them up to him one by one. There
he clung shooting steadily at the brush hidden mass of bear until
some one ball hit a vital point or the many wounds had bled the
bear to the point of death so he fell from the tree .
After being taken from the bear and stretched on the side of the
Cyrus barn, the hide proved to be the biggest ever taken in the
community and had 28 bullet holes in it .
Typical of the times was a certain social function that
unfortunately lead to the untimely death of Enoch Cyrus and his
two younger sons and nearly took the lives of his wife and young
daughter Rachel and my father John. The affair was a wedding
reception or "in fair" as it was then called at the hospitable home
of the Elliots in Franz Valley.
One of the guests, coming to this function was a member of the
Moore family from the lower part of Napa Valley. He was not
feeling well so when he got as far as the Cyrus home he stopped
and stayed all night there . I do not remember whether they went
on to Elliots the next day or not or whether or not others that he
met died of the disease he was developing but I think that they
did, for his sickness was malignant small pox and there is no question what happened at the Cyrus home where he had been made
welcome to stay all night. In a short time the whole family was
more or less sick but by this time the disease was recognized and
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they maintained a strict quarantine and managed as best they
could to care for themselves. Only three survived, thus my father,
John Cyrus, tho still but a young unmarried man became the head
of the family. This happened in 1853. He and my mother, Lavina
Graves, were married in 1855 when she was 22 years of age and he
three years older.
As the other young couples of the valley continued to marry and
increase the number of families, their thoughts naturally turned to
education and religious privilege. Thus began the movement to
build the Old White Church as it was afterwards called- first for
the name of one of the first men to preach there and later by
people who never heard of "Old Man White," for the coat of white
wash on the outer walls. It was built as a community church, undenominational, but there was a lack of harmony among the
various creeds after it was built. The M. E. members gained control and the M . E . conference which had been established in the
state by that time assumed management and control. Those of
other denominations continued to attend and support the services
tho they placed their membership with their chosen creeds whenever possible. Thus failed the first attempt at a Federation of
Creeds in this community.
During those days, after the town of Santa Rosa began to grow
and before the Baptist Church was established in St. Helena my
parents used often to ride horseback (nearly twenty miles) to
church on Sunday mornings in the summer time. When they had
only baby papa carried it. When they had two they each
carried one . By the time No. 3 came No. 1, which was a boy,
could ride behind papa while he carried No. 3 in the crook of his
arm and mamma cared for No . 2. But with the advent of No. 4
mamma felt that the time for such things was past, also they had
church privileges in St. Helena by that time and could drive there
with a wagon.
Reason Teale has told me of meeting my mother on the steps of
the White Church one Sunday morning with a bundle in her arms,
and on asking her, And what is this, Vine?" she answered, "Oh
just another Cyrus ." Whether me or my next older sister I do not
know as he was uncertain of the date but if it were the last of the
Cyrus girls, it was I.
Referring back to another social gathering which preceded the
Elliot "in Fair" which led to the deaths in the Cyrus family we
have the story of the first celebration of July 4 in the upper valley
as it was told to me by the same Reason Teales .
This took place in the open spaces and under the trees around
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the house of Grandpa (R. P.) Tucker, where the road crosses the
first stream up the valley from the White Church. This was July 4,
1852. People came from all the surrounding country Capt.
Sutter himself being one of the guests. There was a whole beef
Barbequed in a big pit and one of the entertainment features was a
fight between a bull and a bear. There was a stout stockade built.
The Cyrus boys caught, in one of their traps, and brought in a
good buxom bear, but the bull furnished hadn't enough fight in
him some way, so after the bear punished him enough to satisfy
the blood lust of the crowd the bear was shot and the bull driven
out to nurse his wounds or die as best he could, - rough times,
rough pleasures .
The years between my mother's marriage and my first memories
were filled with many activities. Old friendships held and visits between households tho infrequent were deeply enjoyed among them
all.
Because of my mothers intimacy with them, and without any
shade of blood relation, I have all my life spoken of "Aunt" Angelina Tucker, Mary Teale, Louisa Gesford and Cynthia Lawley.
Our old farm house beside the road was a stopping place for
friends going north or south even into the early eighties of my
childhood as associations so founded live out the lives of . . . . . . . .
And I can remember more than once, when the big house would
be full of guests Mama and (papa) would take me with them and
made a bed for the three of us in the hay mow in the barn. Which
same was a great treat to me and I, in my excitement, would lie
awake and listen to the chomp of the feeding horses or the mice
squealing and scurrying thru the hay.
All of these old homes were open doored to any who needed
food and shelter- for a day, a week or months if it suited them . If
they had means they sometimes paid enough to cover the expense,
if not they stayed as long as they wished any way. Thus I
remember Old Peter Storm lived at our house for years . He was an
old sailor and my brothers told that, when he could get a glass or
two of liquor to limber his tongue, he told the most awful pirate
yarns. His arms and breast were tatooed . He was also something of
an artist- made crude oils, .drawings, and claimed that he
designed the Bear Flag.
Written by Elizabeth Cyrus Wright
Jan. 1928, Calistoga, California
(Above note in pen and ink.)
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Placer County in 1874:
The Letters
Of Duncan Mackenzie
pAUL CHRISTOPHER

Librarian, Los Angeles Public Library
He was born on Prince Edward Island in the spring of 1840, one
of eight sons of a deeply religious schoolmaster and magistrate of
Scottish birth. As a young man, however, Duncan Mackenzie
settled in Massachusetts and there married Laura Ann Horner in
June 1862. At first the Mackenzies lived in Woburn , where Laura
gave birth to two sons and Duncan supported his family during the
war years as a currier . They later moved to Laura's native Vermont when Duncan received a position with the Rutland Railroad
through the efforts of Laura's brother, then employed with the
railroad as a roadmaster.
Family lore and surviving letters from the 1860's suggest the
Mackenzies marriage suffered some severe trials. The health of
both spouses seems to have been fragile. Laura was her husband's
senior by some fourteen years and had been previously married .
Childbearing overtaxed her remaining energies as a mother, for
her first son died in infancy and the second, Hector Silas
(1863-1953), had to be remitted to the care of Duncan's parents.
Letters from his father testify to the physical demands of Duncan's
employment, the expense of family doctor's bills, and a certain
melancholy in Duncan born of a sense of isolation . Not surprisingly, their marriage either inspired or reinforced an interest the
couple shared, perhaps at different periods, in the Spiritualist
Movement . On this subject, it can only be affirmed that Duncan's
susceptibility to Spiritualism was evidenced as early as 1863. 1
Whether Duncan's separation from his wife ultimately was occasioned by one or a combination of the above (or other) factors
remains to be documented; family testimony ascribes the separation to differences arising from a commitment to Spiritualism. As
for Duncan's momentous decision to abandon kin and ken to
accept a position far off in the High Sierras, it may have been
precipitated by grim economic forecasts attending the Eastern
Panic of 1873. 2 By accepting a position with the Central Pacific
Railroad as a foreman supervising the construction of snow sheds
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on the Donner Pass, Duncan assured himself of both an attractive
salary and an escape from the past.
Among the good number of letters Duncan seems to have
written to his mother and brothers from California, existing evidence indicates only the following two have survived. 3 Both are
partly illegible, and the first (to his brother, Neil) is in fact but a
lengthy fragment. This is regrettable if credence is to be given to
family testimony that Duncan wrote some articles for the
Sacramento Daily Union (or Record Union), which had earlier
numbered among its reporters one Mark Twain.
Indeed these letters derive their greatest value from Duncan's
talents as a reporter. Though lonely and ill at ease in frontier society and obviously a Johnny-come-lately, he was also a keen observer of much of his environment and, with a searching curiosity
and appetite for all kinds of information, quickly absorbed and
related what that new environment had to offer. Moreover, as a
railroad foreman, he had access to sources of information and enjoyed a mobility denied to most men in the Sierra towns and
camps. In the following two letters, Duncan consciously exploited
a lull in the onset of another severe winter to compose what resembled a travelog and newsletter more than a familiar communication . Had all his letters read like these, it might be fair to say the
man had missed his calling.
Historians of Placer County as it appeared a hundred years ago
will find these letters informative primarily on the subjects of the
Central Pacific Railroad, gold miners and mining, and the Chinese
community at Dutch Flat. On these and various miscellaneous
topics, Duncan frequently provides us with additional details and
color rather than fresh landscapes, for much of what he observed is
now common knowledge among students of the period. In fact, his
letters reveal as much about himself as about the events he reported. His fascination for things Chinese, for example, obscured
the fact that there was more to meet the eye at Dutch Flat than
at Chinatown. 4 Nevertheless, by frontier standards this Easternbred Scotsman was an intelligent and facile writer (despite his
careless spelling) and, in every detail I have been able to verify,
was accurate in his observations and, by and large, judicious in his
judgments.
Apparently he never saw the orange groves of Southern California and certainly never returned to New England or the island of
his birth. For on October 11, 1875, Duncan Mackenzie, age
thirty-five, died and was buried in Sacramento, the victim of a
typhoid epidemic at Emigrant Gap. 5
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Emigrant Gap, Placer County
California, December 8th, 1874
Mr. NielS. Mackenzie.
Dear Brother: - Your welcome letter came to hand Sunday
Sunday morning. I was moved from Ciso (sic) Section to this place
about two weeks ago. The postmaster at Cisco is a man by name of
Campbell and kindly forwarded the letters without delay. I dont
remember that I ever wished for letters from home any more than
I did this time. When I was in Massachusetts and Vermont I was
among people of kindred feeling and sympathy in a certain
measure, but here it is quite the reverse. With the exception of Mr.
Campbell at Cisco and a man who was night watch man, I can
hardly say that I met a man friendly disposed.
This night watch man- his name was Rowan- belonged to Texas. He was educated for the Law and followed it as his profession
for many years, but his strong Southern proclivities obliged him to
leave his state. He travelled much and spent all his ready money,
so he was obliged to take the first situation that presented itself.
His position was taken away from him when the first snow fell and
I felt sorry when he went away.
A person mets (sic) people from all parts Qf the world here.
Scotch men are few; there is only one here and he is a drunken sot.
The men from many of the Southern and middle states seem like
foreigners to me. When in New England I pretty well acqainted
the characterestics (sic) of the American people there, but I find
that here where they come from all the diffirent (sic) states, I have
a new element to get acquainted with and I must say, that they
have me at a disadvantage. Up here on the Sierra Nevada mountains where men are away from every softening influence of civilized life, they retain their original characteristics, ways of speaking, acting, etc. There are Italians, Spanish, Portuguese, English,
Irish, Swedes, Danes, China men, in fact nearly every kind
but niggers .
Emigrant Gap is not much of a place. It has a store, two liquor
saloons, an express office and two boarding houses and a hotel,
five or six dwelling houses, and a china camp. There are about one
hundred boarders in the hotel, which is kept by an English man.
The majority of his boarders are carpenters who are working on
the Snow Sheds.
The great objection I have to the sheds is that it is very damp in
them. A person will not get as wet in them during a storm as he
will outside, but they retain the snow and rain in a measure and
snow melts after a while and drifts down on a fellow and makes
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his clothes damp. The first snow storm we had here was about the
time I wrote to John the 25th or 26th of October; it feel (sic)
three feet deep . (It is three feet deep 12 miles east of here
and the grade is 90 feet.) 6 It is nice and warm now, no snow, and
about as warm as the first of October with no frost in the ground.
Emigrant Gap is 83 miles from Sacramento and nine miles west
of Cisco. Marysville, where John Campbell was, is about 60 miles
north of Sacramento. San Francisco is about 135 miles from
Sacramento by rail, near by steamboat.
On Sunday November 29th, the foreman on the lower Cisco section and I went down to Dutch Flat, 16 miles from here. Dutch
Flat has been famouse (sic) for its gold mines. Mining is now done
by water power or as they call it here Hydrulicing (sic). Water is is
(sic) conveyed in ditches and flumes from the streams and rivers in
the mountains and conveyed through iron pipes that gradually
taper from three feet to as many inches, and that stream from a
three inch nozlle (sic) is played against a gravel bank which washes
it down through long wooden troughs where the gold dust is
sperated (sic) by quicksilver held in the bottom of the trough by
patented arrangements. The mines of Dutch Flat are operated by
corporations altogether now. They are only worked during the
winter season, as a sufficient supply of water cannot be had in the
summer.
Dutch Flat has a population of about 5000 inhabitants. Its early
history is one in which shooting, cutting, robbing and gambling
were frequent. It is in a sort of hilly valley among the mountains.
It is supposed that at some remote period of time a river ran
through it and that an earthquake changed its course as will (sic)
as the face of the entire country. It is a queer looking place now.
All the hills are washed away down to the down to the (sic) bed
rock, as they call it. 7
Quartz mining is said to be entirely diffirent (sic) . None of that
kind is done at Dutch Flat. The old style of mining, what was
termed Placer mining, is done away with now. 8 Once in a while a
company of a few men will go prospecting in a small way;
sometimes they get a few ounces of gold but it is not considered a
very paying undertaking. Gold is worth from $15.00 to 18 an
ounce according to its purity.
The most that interested me in Dutch Flat was the Chinese (sic)
part of the town. They live in a seperate (sic) part of the town with
streets laid out as the other part and stores, grog shops and whorehouses just as white people only more so. They were buying and
selling, building, and doing all sorts of work on Sunday with no
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one to make them afraid. We went in to a gambling house; there
were about a dozen Chinamen in it all standing at the counter. As
soon as we went in, room was made for us at the counter. I could
not tell anything about the game, but it seemed like betting on odd
and even. The dealer would shake up together about a pint of
small brass checks with Chinees (sic) characters on them . Then the
banker would put 50ct or a dollar or whatever the betters choose
(sic) to put up, and the dealer would then begin with a pointed
stick to seperate (sic) the checks - drawing four at a time. Once
the banker lost a dollar, and three times he won 50 ct, while we
were looking on. 9 They are said to be inveterate gamblers, among
each other. Very seldom that a white man takes any chances in
their games .
It is said of them that they have the same class of persons among
them as what Spiritualists call Mediums . It is said of the women ,
that is, the professional strumpets, that they undergo a surgical operation while young so as to prevent the inconvience (sic) of child
bearing. The women it seems are marketable chattel in China. A
company of five here in Emigrant Gap went to San Franciso (sic)
last summer and bought a wife, paying $85 for her to a certain
Chinee (sic) who imported her to the mill (?) . When I came to
Emigrant Gap I was directed to a China man's dwelling where I
could get washing done reasonably. I took my clothes - quite a
bundle as I had none washed since I left Boston . I went to the door
and was met by a woman. I stated my errand, when she said that
that was not her business; her man done that kind of work, but she
done something else. The remainder of the conversation I had with
her was in Chineese (sic). Muck-a-hi: damn you. I done my own
washing. 10
At Dutch Flat there is a Chineese (sic) temple. It is enclosed in a
high fence and is facing the sun . It is painted and guilded (sic) all
over on the outside with oriental figures . There is a yard about an
acre and a half in front of it which is made as smoth (sic) as it can
be made. There is an officiating priest there who keeps a store and
has perhaps five or six thousand dollars worth of goods . He administers their sacred rights to them and sells pork and rice and
every thing that they need to eat or wear. He showed us in to the
temple. It wont hold more than fifty, but I was told that they do
not need a very large one as the principal part of their devotional
excercises (sic) were preformed (sic) outside, which consists of driving away the devil at stated times of the year.
About a month ago they had a great festival and about two
thousand China men (?) .. . 11 They cornered the old fellow in the
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north-east corner and he had to flee, so they will have rest (?) for a
while. That priest or merchant, whichever he might be properly
called, spoke very correct English. In explamation (sic) to some
questions I put to him he said: That the principle (sic) of Evil was
always aggressive and Good was dormant or inactive; and
that it was part of their belief to resist evil, or in other words to
keep evil away from good; That a certain element or quantity of
good was in all people, but the evil came from the outside. In
answer to the inquiry whether he worshiped the images which he
showed us, he said . . . 1 2
Emigrant Gap, Placer
County, California
Dec 13, 1874
Mrs. Catherine Mackenzie
Dear Mother:- I intended to write you on the middle of
last week but I neglected it. Everything is new to me here . The
people and their ways as well as the country. The weather is too
full of freaks. A change from fair to a storm of rain or snow will
take place in a very short time, and when it rains or snows here it
does so with a vengance (sic). The hardest rain I ever saw was
while I was on the Cisco Section. There is no rain in any part of
this country during the summer season. At the time it snows here it
rains in the lower country. Thirty miles west from here scarcely
any snow falls . There is no snow at this place, but plenty of it can
be sen (sic) on the high peaks around here.
There was a general clearing out of the carpenters last week,
over ninety were discharged; they have all gone away but six. I
have fifteen men on the section. As the grade of the road is all one
way, we have to shove our car up by hand, but coming down it
will run a mile in a minute and a half. We are not afraid on any
trains catching us coming down. It will not be quite so pleasant
here by and by when 8 or 10 feet of snow is on the ground- may
be 25 feet as there was last winter.
There was a bad accident on this roc.d last week. A passenger
train ran into an Emigrant train . Six emigrants were killed
outright and twenty or more wounded. There is no place to go to
on Sundays except by the train. When I get better acquainted on
the road I will endeavor to see some of their country.
When on the way from Omaha I got acquainted with some
Scotch men from Kansas who were on their way to Britsh (sic)
Columbia. I wrote to one of them to know something of the
country there. I have just received an answer from him stating that
the climate was good but that was all there was good about it.
Men were glad to get work at a dollar a day.
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I can hardly realize that I am in California because it is so diffirent (sic) from all the accounts I heard and read about it . But I
intend when the sign comes right to go to Southern California,
which is said to have a splendid climate, and moreover is one of
the best fruit countries in the world .
There are many men here who came to California when the
great excitement was in 1849. The majority of them are a miserable sorry looking set . Many of them earned great pay but spent it
all. Generally they drink all they earn now. Those who done well
here who are here now are men that began raising stock. So it is
down below . The men that kept at farming or raising stock are
wealthy now.
I see no reason for board .being so high here as it is . Twenty miles
west from this place board and lodging can be had for $4.50 per
week while it is $7.00 here, too great a diffirence (sic) to be just. I
would like it if you would let me know how much is due Niel
Campbell for Hector's board etc and if he is at school in Sable yet.
I may not be able to send il: for some time yet as I will have to get
a check on one of the b anks in Charlottetown by depositing the
amount in one of the Banks in this state. The Bank of Sacramento
or one of the banks in San Francisco would do it, but I dont know
whether I could get it without going there personally or not. I will
find out. The next pay day will be on the 20th of January next so
perhaps I can arrange it soon after that time.
Enclosed you will find a gold dollar as a Birth day present for
Hector. I would like to remember you all, but I want to see Lower
California first, that is before spending much money.
The mountains about here are covered with heavy timber. Pine
of three varieties and cedar of four varieties grow here. A few oak
trees and tamerack (sic) , and balsam spruce grow here; beech and
maple and other hard wood is (sic) unknown here except by
hearsay .
I will continue the sort of a description I began when I wrote to
John , when I write to him again . I was undecided for several days
in Boston whether to come by Panama or by rail. The fare from
New York to San Francisco was $50.00, $4.00 from Boston to New
York, $100 and $110 first class and found . By rail from Boston the
fare was $142 first class, $60 on the immigrant train. Through the
territory of Utah, Wyoming, and the state of Nevada, an Eastern
man will see some things that will startle him. I had read much
concerning desperadoes, robbers, gamblers and all that desperate class
that used to be the terror of these territories but I was not prepared
to find it as it is. A person will meet men who will eye him suspiciously, and others who will mentally calculate how much a
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person may have . . . with a view of making him throw up his
hands while they have a revolver levelled at his head. Write all the
news from home, and may you have a Merry Christmas and a
happy New Year.
My health is
I am your affectionate Son,
good.
Duncan Mackenzie
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NOTES
In a remarkable epistle written in April 1865, Archibald McKenzie expostulated with his son Duncan for having been "the dupe of delusion or imposture
for the last two years" in "imagining futurity revealed to you by raps." For
the declining fortunes of the Spiritualist Movement in America during the
1860's, see Geoffrey K. Nelson, Spiritualism and Society (New York, 1969),
23-27 .
For the effects of the Panic on overland emigration to California, see Mary
R. Coolidge, Chinese Immigration (New York, 1909), 66.
I wish to thank Mrs. Helen L. Hansen, the sole surviving child of Hector Silas
Mackenzie, for granting generous permission for the publication of these
letters. Though other relatives provided valuable information, it was Mrs.
Hansen's unfailing spirit and love of learning which have made possible both
the preservation and publication of these letters.
"Dutch Flat in seventy-five was the liveliest of all California communities."
"Railroading in California in the Seventies. From the Reminiscenses of
Clarence M. Wooster," California Historical Society Quarterly, XVIII (1939),
360.
His very brief death notices were recorded in both the Sacramento RecordUnion and Daily Bee for October 12, 1875.
This bracketed statement is actually a footnote Duncan appended to the text
with an asterisk, intending it to follow the sentence ending in " ... three feet
deep ."
In an hydraulic claim, dirt was usually washed down to the bedrock.
Nevertheless, from 1871 through 1880, about seventy percent of California's
gold was still mip.ed from placers. Rodman W. Paul, Mining Frontiers of the
Far West, 1848-1880 (New York, etc. , 1963), 92.
For a full description of this game of chance, called fan t'an or "squaring
cash," see Stewart Culin, The Gambling Games of the Chinese in America
(Philadelphia, 1891); a more contemporary and subjective discussion is to be
found in William Speer, The Oldest and the Newest Empire (Hartford, Conn .
and San Francisco, 1870), 633-634 .
Considering that the ratio of immigrant Chinese males per one hundred Chinese fem.ales was as high as 1,284 in 1870 and 2,106 in 1880, it is not surprising to find Chinese females being treated as chattels and forced into prostitution in the Californ"ia mining camps. Stanford M. Lyman, "Strangers in the
Cities: the Chinese on the Urban Frontier," Ethnic Conflict in California
History, ed. Charles Wollenberg (Los Angeles, 1970), 84-85 .
The festival alluded to may have been that of Ch'ung Yang, an outdoor celebration involving the flying of all sorts of kites, but a damaged crease in the
page not only renders the remainder of this sentence illegible but the next
sentence incongruous.
The fragment of the letter leaves off here. The remainder of the letter has
been lost for many years, and all efforts to trace it down have failed.
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Pacific's Missions Tour is symbolic of the freshness of spring
and the beginning of civilization in Ca lifornia.
With a friendly group interested in California lore, trave l El
Camino Rea l, a beautiful scenic experience in itself, and st op at the
sites of a ll the famed Franciscan Missions, from Sonoma to San
Diego. The stories of the Missions, which reflect the atmosphere and
spirit of their age and perpetuate the stamp of Spanish culture in
Californ ia's heritage, wi ll be told by the venerable padres and by
Professor Wood.

• SAN
MIGUEL

Started in 1948 by Dr. G. A. Werner, chairman of the Department of History and Politica l Science, this tour has now served
more than 800 ind ividuals, many of whom have taken the course
for cred it. It has been especially meaningful to e lementary teachers
of Ca lifo rn ia history.
Our trip is by specia lly chartered motor coach, safe, modern,
and convenient. Your reservations for this fine experience, with
or without registration for college credit, are cordially invited.

SAN LU IS
REY
SAN
DIEGO
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Cross on Presidio Hill, San Diego
Photos courtesy of the Pacific Center for Western Historical Studies MacDonald Collection.
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Carmel Mission
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Mission San Antonio de Padua
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Mission Santa Barbara
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Mission San Gabriel de Archangel
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Mission San Diego de Alcala
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Father Blanchard and Dr. Wood in front of the San Miguel
Mission, 1974.

Dr. Coke Wood and Father
Maynard Geiger at Santa
Barbara Mission, Easter, 1974.

Mission Tour, 1956, showing
Dr. and Mrs. Wood with the
Stuarts and Mr. Randolf
Hutchins.
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Bibliography of Articles
Relating To
Jedediah Strong Smith
ToM ADAMS

Published by The Pacific Historian Vols. I - XVIII

Atherton, Warren H.
"A Jedediah Smith Redwoods National Park?",
Pacific Historian, Vol. XII, No. 2, pp. 56-57.
1. In this short article, the Jedediah Smith Society proposes the establishment of
a "Jedediah Smith Redwoods National Park."
Camp, Charles L.
"Tracking the Spoor of James Clyman and Jedediah Smith",
Pacific Historian, Vol. XVIII, No. 3, pp. 1-4.
1. Mr. Camp traces the history of James Clyman and his professional relationship
with Jedediah Smith.
Chase, Don M.
"Was it Jedediah Smith?",
Pacific Historian, Vol. XV No. 3, pp. 3-10.
1. Mr. Chase presents evidence that Jedediah Smith was the man responsible for
intoducing Christianity to the Nez Perce Indians.
Chase, Don M. and Doris H.
"Bibliography of Sources Relating to Jedediah Strong Smith,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. VII, No. 3, pp. 149-162.
1. This is a bibliography containing manuscript and primary printed sources and
an incomplete list of secondary sources .
Cline, Gloria G.
"Jedediah Smith: Leading Contender in the Anglo-American Fur Rivalry,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. V, No. 3, pp. 95-102.
1. The article is a documented discussion of Jedediah Smith's role as a protagonist in the Anglo-American fur rivalry.
Gale, Frederick C .
"Jedediah Smith Meets Indians and Vice Versa,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. X, No. 2, pp. 34-38.
1. This a brief history of Jedediah Smith's relationship with the Indians. Both
peaceful and violent periods are discussed.
Garber, D. W.
"Jedediah Strong Smith: At Home In Ohio,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XVI, No. 1, pp. 2-14 .
1. Two Green Township record books are the sources for information for a history of the Smith family in Ohio, 1816-1822.
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Garber, D. W.
"Jedediah Strong Smith, Patrick Gass and Doctor Titus Gordon Vespasian
Simons,"
Pacific Historian, Vol XVI, No. 2, pp. 10-20.
l. Mr. Garber explores the possibility of some influential contact between Jed
Smith and Patrick Gass. If there was such a contact, then there is reason to believe
Jed Smith had studied the journal of the Lewis and Clark Expedition prior to his
own travels.
Garber, D. W.
"Jedediah Strong Smith, Johnny Appleseed and Tylertown ,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XVI, No. 3, pp. 47-59.
l. Mr. Garber discusses Jed Smith and Johnny Appleseed as folk heroes and the
possibility that their lives crossed in Tylertown .
Garber, D. W.
"Jedediah Strong Smith: A Miscellany of Information,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XVI, No . 4, pp. 12-24.
l. This is an article with odds and ends of information on Jed Smith. It is published with the hope that it might stimulate new Jedediah Smith research .
Hare, Stella D.
"Jedediah Smith's Younger Brother, Ira,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XI, No, 3, pp. 42-52.
l. This is a genealogy discussing Ira Gilbert, Jedediah Smith's younger brother.
Horn, Charles
"Jedediah Smith's Biographer,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. VI, No. 2, pp. 79-80.
l. This is the story of how Maurice Sullivan decided to research and record the
Travels of Jedediah Smith.
Howard, Robert West
"The Back East Background of Jedediah Strong Smith,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XII , No . 2, pp. 40-55.
l. Mr. Howard explores the back east background of Jedediah Smith and its influence on him as he traveled through the West. Several other famous westerners
are used as examples.
Hudson, Roy F.
"The Two Smiths,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. VIII, No. 3, pp. 134-140.
l. This is a comparison of the lives of Jedediah Smith and Thomas "Peg Leg"
Smith. It also explores the possibility that the two mountain men met one another.
Lachtman, Howard
"Roving Moccasin,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XVII, No. 3, pp. 3.
l. A poem for Jedediah Smith .
McPhillips, William
"Jed Smith Finally Makes Headlines,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. X, No. 1, pp. 21-24.
l. Mr. McPhillips recounts Jedediah Smith's entry into California and the
paradise that greeted him. The article discusses plans for a recreational site in a
valley in San Bernardino where Smith entered the state.
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Moore, Wert E.
"Location of Umpqua Massacre,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. IV, No. 4, pp. 144.
1. The author presents information he has gathered while attempting to determine the location of Jed Smith's camp on the Umpqua at the time of the Indian
attack .
Morgan, Dale L.
"New Light on Ashley and Jedediah Smith, "
Pacific Historian, Vol. XII, No . 1, pp. 14-22.
1. Mr. Morgan examines a newly found letter by Smith's partner, Ash ley .
Questions are raised concerning Ash ley's credibility.
Morgan, Dale L.
"Jedediah Smith Today,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XI, No. 2, pp. 35-46.
1. This is Mr. Morgan's address to the Jedediah Smith Society on their tenth
anniversary . It questions the approach taken in contemporary research of Jedediah
Smith. It cautions that the mountain man must be studied in a proper perspective.
O'Bryon, Martha SeHer
''The Ballade of Jed Smith - 1799-1831 ,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. X, No. 4 , pp. 9.
1. Jed Smith is remembered in song .
Peattie, Donald Cuirass
"Jedediah Smith - Trailmaker Extraordinary,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. X, No. 4, pp . 4-8.
1. The author presents a btief sketch of Jedediah Smith's travels as a trapper and
an explo rer. The emphasis is on the amount of land he covered and the importance
thereof.
Price, Glenn
"The Questions Jedediah Smith Asked,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. III, No. l, pp. l -2.
1. Mr. Price provides an insight into the concerns and questions that Jedediah
Smith asked in his approach to his life and the country he explored.
Smith, Lillian A.
"The Namesake of Jeded iah Strong Smith ,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XIII, No. 3, pp. 45-58.
This is a genealogy . The subject is the son of Jedediah Smith's second cousin.
1.
Smith , Matthew D., Dr.
"Jedediah Smith's Elder Brother, Ralph,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XVII, No . 1, pp . 53-60.
1. This is a genealogy.
Stuart, Reginald R.
"Historical Significance of Jedediah Smith,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. II, No. 2, pp. 1-5.
1. Mr. Stuart discusses the seven things that make Jedediah Smith's life significant . They include his explorations, business relations, and cartography.
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Stuart, Reginald R.
"San Lorenzo's Rare Opportunity,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. III, No . 3, pp . 69-70 .
l. Mr. Stuart recommends that a new Methodist Church in San Lorenzo be
named for Jedediah Smith. He outlines ten reasons for such a decision.
Stuart, Reginald R.
"Jedediah Smith in Hayward,"
Pacific Historian, Vol. XIV, No. 3, pp. 4-9.
l. In a paper presented to the Jedediah Smith Society, Mr. Stuart recounts Jed
Smith's visit to Hayward. He discusses the mountain man's detainment at the
mission and his business ventures .
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Ernestine Smutny - Book Revietc Editor
EXPLORING THE MOTHER LODE COUNTRY, by Richard
Dillon . (Pasadena, the Ward Ritchie Press, 1974. 126 p ., illus.,
index. $2.95)
Reviewer:JoHN BERNARD McGLOIN, S. J. , University of San
Francisco.
Richard Dillon, author-in-ordinary on many facets of the
California story, here aads to his literary accomplishments as he
provides his readers with an updated guide to that considerable
portion of the state's Gold Country known as the Mother Lode.
Although there are not wanting other such guides (it has been said
that over 1200 books and the like have been written about the
Gold Story in California) the merit of the Dillon Guide would
seem to lie in the fact that he has personally investigated all of the
good earth he writes about . Here, then, is the "History on the
Hoof' - or in a Thunderbird or Jaguar - approach which lends
authenticity to what one reads here. Certainly there are few, if
any, towns or little towns, etc. which have escaped the author's
eagle eye. Also, he has updated some of their stories, which is an
added help.
The 126 page treatment follows the logical method of treating
the eight counties of California - from Madera in the south to
Nevada in the north - by providing a chatty commentary on what
to seek and find as one travels up or down the Mother Lode. One
pictures the driver of a car listening attentively as a companion
reads Dillon aloud and calls for a stop to see what is to be seen. It
will prove a handy vade mecum on any such hegiras. There are
some good illustrations and an adequate index. Since the guide is
relatively inexpensive, it is recommended for first timers as well as
for the veterans of the Lode . This teacher of the San Francisco
story even forgives Dillon's comment about Nevada City sitting on
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seven hills (correct) "just like Rome" (incorrect-for some of its seven
are long since gone) and "like the seven hills of San Francisco"
(incorrect - for the City Engineer owns to forty-two Hills of Home
in San Francisco!)
DOG SOLDIERS, BEAR MEN AND BUFFALO WOMEN: A
Study of the Societies and Cults of the Plains Indians, by
Thomas E. Mails. (Englewood Cliffs, Prentice-Hall, Inc . 1973,
ill us., some in color, maps, index of tribes and societies only,
$20.00)
Reviewer: MICHAEL D. SEELYE, Anthropologist, San Joaquin
Delta College .
For those readers familiar with Mails' earlier work, The Mystic
Warriors of the Plains, this book and the following will be
welcome additions to their library . What Mails has done for the
reader is to combine difficult to locate sources for a comprehensive
listing of the names and functions of each society within a particular tribe . Lavishly illustrated with his exquisite drawings, the text
seems to come alive with representations of cult figures and society
costumes not seen since the end of the nineteenth century. As such,
the book provides a speedy survey of the subject.
Two points should be kept in mind by the reader as he reads
Dog Soldiers . First, the descriptions portrayed by Mails are sometimes too shallow or too simplistic. Much of the early material collected is conflicting or spotty. This is not Mails' fault and he can be
credited with assembling much of the data for scholars to analyze.
The major drawback with the book is a lack of an integrative and
functional discussion of these societies in the wide framework of
Plains culture. The brief introductory chapters fail to probe as
deeply as they could, nor do they enlighten the reader about the
dynamics of cultural processes, a subject vital to the understanding
of the Plains Indian culture and behavior. An examination of the
major works consulted by Mails to illustrate and document these
societies reveals that little attempt was made to delve into the
recent anthropological literature on the subject. Primary sources
are good for basics, and this Mails achieves, but a professional
treatment would have included recent reappraisals and conclusions
which make some of the earlier works cited outdated . For
example, Murie's work on the Pawnee has been modified by Wetfish and others. What Mails and others fail to understand is that
some of the earlier works were not professional inquiries and that
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later scholarship reveals omissions, weaknesses, and errors which
would affect the data involved.
Alas, the second criticism is directed toward the illustrations.
Mails is a sensitive artist, bold, yet accurate in his attempt to
portray the elements of these societies, their members and equipment . But the Plains people were a colorful people, and the black
and white drawings leave the reader with a sense of frustration. As
he so aptly expresses in his earlier work, Mystic Warriors, the
artistry of the Plains combined all the senses and these black and
white illustrations reduce the dynamics and force of Plains costuming to a two dimensional plane.
What is suggested, then, for those wishing to understand
Plains societies is to read and digest Mails; he's good. However,
serious students would do well to expand into the modern
literature. This book is a basic nineteenth century compilation of
"things" and anthropology has passed this static phase and moved
into the ways of human behavior. Let the reader beware.
THE PEOPLE CALLED APACHE, by Thomas E. Mails. (Englewood Cliffs, Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1974, ill us ., some in color,
maps, bibliography, index, $25.00)
Reviewer: MICHAEL D . SEELYE, Anthropologist, San Joaquin

Delta College.
The People Called Apache is, perhaps, Mails' best work to date
on Indian peoples . One senses in his first two works a grasping for
form and style which he finally achieves in this book. Anticipating
some of the criticisms this reviewer mentions in Dog Soldiers, Mails
matures here into a good ethnographic reporter of Apache life and
customs . Apache is a balanced look at the Apache of the Southwest
utilizing the available anthropological and historical literature and
his personal examination of Apache collections in museums across
the country. Historians will find a valuable section on the history
of Apache-white relationships plus a good treatment of the early
reservation system
The narration throughout the book combines the author's own
observations with lengthy quotes from professionals . Quotes are
interspersed frequently and appropriately in a style that commands
the reader's attention . The bibliography at the conclusion of the
book reflects the breadth and scope of his inquiry. A lack of depth
is noticeable in Dog Soldiers but not in Apache.
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Again the basic drawback of the book is illustrating the material
with many black and white drawings or photographs. Granted the
cost of producing a colored edition may have proven very expensive, but this reviewer feels that $25 for a book is expensive and yet
such a unique and timely book should have devoted more space to
key colored plates. Beadwork, basketry, and especially the colorful
religious costumes of the Can dancers and others are totally lost to
the reader. The majesty of Apache design and form are swallowed
by the monotony of the black and white approach. As Mails suggested, no major work has ever been devoted to a survey of all
Apache peoples. A unique opportunity to have a classic in this field
has been lost but for the inclusion of a few more color plates.
History and anthropology buffs on the Southwest would do well
to include this volume in their libraries. For the price no single
volume contains so much lore on the Apache and none will probably replace it. The colorfulness of the Apache is lost but the message is clear. Closer examination of the Apache requires a trip to
the area, but if one cannot do this then travel the pages of Mails'
The People Called Apache for the next best thing.
OREGON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES, by Lewis A. McArthur. 4th
ed. rev . and enl. by Lewis L. McArthur. (Portland, Oregon,
Oregon Historical Society, 1974. ix, 835 p ., $17.50)
Reviewer: LAURA M. BoYER, Head Reference Librarian, U.O.P.
Wake Up Rilea Creek, Shunk Creek, and Shookumhouse Battle
are just a few of the place names whose locations and origins are
given in this fourth edition of Oregon Geographic Names. Lewis
L. McArthur, son of the original compiler, Lewis 'A. McArthur,
has produced a much expanded and revised edition. Intent on preserving his father's work, McArthur has changed the original text
only as necessary corrections and revisions required. "Every effort
has been made to maintain the original style and there is intentionally no distinction between new and original material."
From the first edition published in 1928 with 450 pages, this
work has been enlarged to 835 pages containing over 4500 names.
Endpaper maps have been added and a new index provided. The
book also contains "tales, anecdotes, facts, and wit."
Pronunciation would be helpful for some of the names; but,
nevertheless, this remains an essential reference book for anyone
needing information on Oregon geographic names .
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ANTONIO CASO Y SU IMPACTO CULTURAL EN EL
INTELECTO MEXICANO, by Delia Leonor M. Sutton .
Foreword by James Newcomer, Director, Texas Christian University Press. Prefaced by Licenciado Carlos J . Sierra and Malcolm D. McLean . (Fort Worth, Texas Christian University Press,
1974. 110 pp . bibliography, notes, index and illustrations. $4)
Reviewer: RoBERT W. DAsH, Modern Languages Department,

University of the Pacific.
Published in Spanish as the first volume of the "Mexican Monograph Series" by TCU Press, the present work was completed as a
Master of Arts thesis at TCU in 1967 and first published by the
Treasury Department of the Mexican Government in 1971 on the
25th anniversary of the subject's death.
Sutton divides the book into three chapters. The first is an excessively brief and somewhat sketchy review of the life of Caso. The
second presents brief resumes of the works compiling the four
facets of Caso's labor : 1) philosophical works, 2) historical works,
3) literary works, 4) sociological works . Included is an useful
critical bibliography as well as short critical analyses of Caso's
most important works. Chapter three is a two and one-half page
conclusion in which the author sums up the cultural impact of
Caso on the Mexican intellect. The appendix includes an
interesting curriculum vitae of Caso.
Chapters I and II are of very limited value due to their excessive
brevity; however, Chapter II brings together under one cover a
concise study of Caso's work. The title is somewhat misleading as
one is not presented any overwhelming evidence of Caso's cultural
impact on the Mexican intellect. The thesis made is not nearly as
convincing as the value of Caso's work itself.
The style is excessively complimentary with an overworking of
the superlatives . Although limited in scope and content, the book
offers a good introduction to the works of this important Mexican
educator.
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SPOKANE, PORTLAND AND SEATTLE RY.; the Northwest's
Own Railway, by Charles and Dorothy Wood, (Seattle, Superior Publishing Company, 1974, 159 p., illus ., (part col.) maps,
facsims. $14 .95)
CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY; Motive Power, Rolling Stock,
Capsule History, by Patrick C . Dorin. (Seattle, Superior
Publishing Company, 1974 . 175 p., illus ., $13.95)
Reviewer:
Pacific.

RoGER BARNETT, Geographer,

University of the

Two works of "railroadiana" (as the publisher describes them)
join a growing list of titles from Superior Publishing in this field.
These rather expensive books, half illustrations of particular appeal
to the rail buff, and half text, are value for money to the extent
that the quality of printing and production are first rate and to the
extent that the topic selected can be handled within the fo rmat.
Unfortunately neither of these two latest works quite measures up
on the first point; there are simply too many minor typographical
and spelling errors, although the quality of the reproductions is
generally excellent.
On the second point (can the material be effectively handled in
this format) we may rate the study of the S. P . & S. a relative success, but the survey of the motive power, rolling stock, and a
capsule history (to use the work's subtitle) of the Canadian Pacific
falls short. The regional study of the bridge line subsidiary of the
GN and NP receives a full and interesting treatment, including not
only the main line of the S. P. & S. itself, but also the related lines
in Oregon . On finishing this book one knows a great deal about
the line and its associated enterprises and the reader can feel satisfied, always bearing in mind that works for the railfan are frequently lavish in their rhetoric and somewhat uncritical of the
business practices of the system which was the object of their
study. The great and glorious Canadian Pacific, not merely the
largest railroad in North America until recent years, but an integral part of the history of Canada, and a transportation enterprise
known all over the world, receives only a sketchy survey - not only
in the text but I suspect also in the matter of illustrations . It would
require ten books, each devoted respectively to geographical or
functional component parts of the CP, to begin to do a good job of
providing coverage, and even then one would need to supplement
the history with a reading of a work such as that of Berton . I feel
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that Superior Publishing would do better to stick to topics of
limited definition, such as that on the S. P. & S. (or earlier
examples such as the book on the "Domeliners"), for future
publications in this series.
MY LIFE WITH SYDNEY LAURENCE, by Jeanne Laurence
(Seattle: A Salisbury Press Book, a division of Superior
Publishing Company, 1974. 160 pp., illus., $30)
Reveiwer: RICHARD REYNOLDS, Senior Professor of Art, C.O.P.
Department of Art, University of the Pacific, Stockton,
California.
Since Mrs. Laurence had great difficulty in tracking down the
owners of many of the paintings done by her husband, premier
painter of the Alaskan scene, no chronological arrangement of his
paintings was used in the 105 paintings reproduced in this book.
Instead, the pictures (all in color) are grouped more by subject
than the time of execution. A small number of early paintings done
in Venice has been placed at the beginning of the illustration
section.
Sydney Laurence's life reads like that of many adventurers into
Alaska in the early days of gold mining and almost totally
primitive conditions for the most part. Born in Brooklyn, New
York in 1868 of English parentage, Laurence had an interesting set
of forebears, his father being Sir Lester Laurence II who was born
in Sydney, Australia and his grandfather Sir Lester Laurence I.
The latter had been the first governor of Australia when what is
now called Sydney was known as Botany Bay. · Sir Lester Laurence
II, Sydney's father, founded the New York Life Insurance Company . Sydney himself was knighted by King Edward VII, and was
a golfing friend of the Prince of Wales while resident in England.
Reference is made to the fact that Sydney studied at the National
Academy of Design and also that he went to Paris in 1889 to study
at the Ecole des Beaux Arts where he remained for five years.
Summers provided time for him to travel to Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, and Italy - as well as extending his local travels still
farther in France and England . His many experiences include
being a seaman, cook, a correspondent in several wars, and he
possessed a first class ability as an instrumentalist - playing the
violin, piano, flute, and harp . (An anecdote regarding this harp is
amusingly related in the rather brief text section of the book.)
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The real value of the book stems more from the illustrations than
from the writing, the latter lending supportive background for
establishing the kind of situations Laurence faced in achieving his
desire to paint Alaskan scenes . Mt. McKinley was a kind of visual
obsession for Laurence. He painted it many times under varied
conditions. As a painter, his work has the sort of illustrative effect
that many works of famous painters of the West chose to pursue.
Heavily impasto in his oils, Laurence could capture the moods and
great distances characteristic of Alaskan scenery. His paintings of
the seas along the coastline are reminiscent of the works of
Winslow Homer -particularly Homer's ability to portray the great
weight of the ocean, as in his "Gulf Stream." A particularly telling
painting in this regard is Laurence's "Halibut Fisher," p. 97. Another painting revealing Laurence's grasp of pattern akin to modern abstract painting is his "Alaskan Sunset" (p. 100). The golden
sky dominating two-thirds of the upper portion is undergirded
with patterned shapes in the foreground that help to lend scale to
the scene. "The Northern Lights" proved to be very popular subjects for Laurence, two versions of which appear on pp. 114 and
115. These, too, have powerful design characteristics. See also,
"Cape St. Elias" (p . 116) for what appears to this reviewer to be
one of the best of Laurence's seascapes - along with "Stormy Sea
Coast" (p. 121) .
Watercolors by Laurence are handled in the light tints of the
English school. They, too, capture the cold and the great silences
of Alaskan winters .
Mrs. Laurence has organized an interesting and anecdotal story
of the life and works of her famous husband. While the book is not
scholarly in the academic sense, it is compelling to read and
browse.
AN ALBUM OF ALASKAN WILDFLOWERS, by Jeanne
Laurence. (Seattle: A Salisbury Press book, a division of Superior
Publishing Company, 1974. 222 pp., illus. $45)
Reviewer: RICHARD REYNOLDS, Senior Professor of Art, C.O.P.
Department of Art, University of the Pacific, Stockton,
California.
This "album" consists of 111 reproduced paintings of Alaskan
wildflowers, each illustration being accompanied by a facing page
in Mrs. Laurence's own handwriting describing the flowers and
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giving related information regarding their environment and season. Mrs. Laurence is the 87 year-old widow of Sir Sydney
Laurence, renowned painter of the Alaskan scene. She spent
twenty years gathering information and searching through Alaska
for more than 300 varieties of native wildflowers.
As the book jacket indicates, "Alaskans who know and love their
wildflowers will treasurer "An Album of Alaskan Wildflowers."
The rest of us will find the volume a colorful introduction to
another aspect of Alaska unknown to most cheechakos (uninitiated outsiders) . While there is no indication of Mrs. Laurence's
medium, the pictures appear to have been done in oils against a
black background. Today, similar results could be obtained with
acrylics or tempera, but since Mrs . Laurence worked on these over
such a long period of time it is probable that she, like her husband,
worked in oils. The paintings are not photographic in their
realism, but do reveal a decorative sense of design and a rather
straightforward application of the paint. A 10 V2"x13%" format
permits a life-size portrayal of the flowers - which adds to their
appeal.

VALLEY CITY: A CHINESE COMMUNITY IN AMERICA, by
Melford S. Weiss. (General Learning Press, Medford, New
Jersey, 1974, xvii, 269 pp ., figures, tables and references . paper,
$4 .20)
Reviewer: OTis H. SHAO, Provost and Professor of International
Politics, Callison, University of the Pacific.
Professor Melford S. Weiss of Sacramento State University has
written a fascinating and timely book about the Chinese in Valley
City (a pseudonym for Sacramento) from 1850 to 1970. It is
timely precisely because forces of social progress as well as the
rising attainments of the Chinese in the United States will make
good use of the information and the insight presented in this book.
Moreover, scholars of similar interests will be stimulated to conduct comparable studies of the Chinese in San Francisco, Stockton,
or elsewhere, thus contributing to the development of a body of
scholarly knowledge about this "distinct minority" in America.
In carrying out his research, Professor Weiss successfully became a participant-observ.er in the Chinese community in Sacramento. This ethnographic technique has not only furnished him
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with significant factual information otherwise impossible to obtain
but enabled him also to gain a personal understanding of the
Chinese seldom attained by a non-Chinese. Because of the dearth
of Chinese documents, Professor Weiss has had to rely on scanty
sources in English in reconstructing the period of the traditional
Chinatown (1850-1900) and the transitional period (1900-1940) of
the Chinese community in the capital city of California. He has
overcome this deficiency by combining the well-tested Crissman
model of studying social organization in overseas Chinese communities with the basic sociological concept known as the Assimilation Process to bring the reader through the Contemporary Era
(1940-1970) . The bulk of the book is then devoted to an analysis of
the Chinese in present-day Sacramento with an Epilogue that
updates the book to the completion of the new Chinatown .
In dealing with the Contemporary Era, Professor Weiss modifies
the Crissman model by introducing a tripartite schema in terms of
the Traditionalists, the Modernists, and the Activists, each being
"autonomous from the other and each exhibiting its own organizational structure, leadership, and ideology" (p. 151). From his
treatment of the three sub-groups, the reader can infer that the
Modernists are the most significant of the three, for they are both
Chinese and American in their identity and operate in a social context that is becoming increasingly pluralistic. The traditionalists
are both narrow in the cultrural base (Southwestern China) and
politically isolated with their Chinese identity. There are nonetheless overiding forces to give all Chinese in America a reality of
cultural distinctiveness and unity. For example, the recently established Organization of Chinese-Americans (OCA) encompasses
in its membership Chinese immigrants, Chinese-Americans, and
American-Chinese, to use Professor Weiss's classification. However,
it is the Modernists who, as individuals and as groups, will determine what place the Chinese will have in America, whether
they be in Sacramento, San Francisco, or in Washington, D. C.
Meanwhile, the tripartite system continues to afford today's
Chinese communities with alternative choices in organizational
structure and cultural orientation.
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SCHWIERING AND THE WEST by Robert Wakefield . (Aberdern, S. D., North Plains Press, 1973. 207 p., illus ., (part col.)
$25.00)
Reviewer: DAVID BuRKE, Associate Professor of Humanities,
Raymond College, UOP.
All told this is a most attractive book. Robert Wakefield has
been at pains to show the development of his subject both as artist
and as a personality. He demonstrates the close link between personality and work effectively, bringing out Schwiering's love of the
Jackson Hole country in Wyoming and the urgency he feels to preserve and record . The full study of how Schwiering works is most
valuable.
It is the close affinity that Schwiering feels for his subject that
gives the book its greatest attraction . He obviously has strong feelings about the quality of light peculiar to the Teton range . The
massive rock surfaces seen through that clear light look as if they
had been newly hewn into shape, and Schwiering manages to
paint them as if he had just discovered them. All the technique of
this very skillful artist is subservient to his subject . In a way the
whole book is the story of a man's struggle to express his love for a
particular place.
The copious color plates seem to be excellent in quality though
I'm sure there is some loss of the brightness for which Schwiering
so clearly drives. His work is not uniformly successful. The
landscapes often achieve a beautiful sense of space in what is
basically a rather challenging composition (as in Spell of Fall,
facing p. 146). His color is often dramatic, true and altogether
lovely. On the other hand, I am not very fond of the drawings and
the portraits; they do not seem to favor his strengths as an artist.
All in all this book is a fine record of a man who has in turn
devoted himself to the recording of something fine.
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THE SHAFT TOMB FIGURES OF WEST MEXICO, by Hasso
von Winning. Photographs and Catalogue by Sidney Newman.
(Los Angeles, Southwest Museum, Southwest Museum Papers
No . 24, 1974. 183 p., illus., map, bibliog. $12.50)
Reviewer: GAYLON L. CALDWELL, Provost and Professor of
Political Science, Elbert Covell College, University of the
Pacific.
"It can be concluded that the mortuary figurine complex of
West Mexico is unrivaled in Mesoamerica for its representation of a
considerable number of themes, each with countless variations in
attributes and form relationships," the author understates in the
closing textual section of this valuable analytical study of the terracottas found in West Mexico shaft tombs . And convincing proof is
furnished in the 355 photographs with which the slender volume
terminates. All else seems prologue to this superb photographic
selection: the scholarly review of the previous studies undertaken
in the area; the brief consideration of the cultures of Colima,
Jalisco and Nayarit with which it is primarily concerned; the
glimpse at similarities found in the Tierradentro region of Colombia's upper Magdalena Rivttr; the explanation of the shaft tombs;
and finally, the exhaustive classification by subject matter of the
various figures chosen for inclusion.
This Southwest Museum Paper is not the sort of book one would
pick up, leaf through, set down, and dismiss with a "how interesting!" although it is, indeed, extremely interesting. Once examined,
"how interesting" is not the appropriate remark. This excellent
selection of figurines runs such a wide gamut- from horned
shamans to an astonishing variety of deformed and suffering
humanity, to phallic figures, to animals, birds and reptiles, on
to warriors and "just people" - that one can only marvel at the
representation of life depicted . For example, a cigar-smoking
hunchback, or a female with a small umbilical hernia, or a sexless
person with a "death bubble" on the lips who, it is explained, is
suffering from Ludwig's angina, account for only three among
many in a widely varied medical section which must astonish
physicians just as they fascinate the layman .
We are told that over 1,200 figures from private and museum
collections throughout California were available for this study.
One can not fault Hasso von Winning for the choices he finally
made. The photography record compiled by Sidney Newman
deserves praise as well. After the initial disappointment that only
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the magnificent frontispiece (the familiar and much copied "F1ute
Player from Jalisco") is in color, one realizes that the black-andwhite photos contribute in a unique way to focus and keep
attention on the figure itself, whereas color would detract, shifting
the eye subtly from detail to beauty .
The photographs naturally lead even a casual reader back to the
brief classifications which discuss each plate under broad headings.
Mter the excitement of the photographs the written material seems
unusually plodding but the reader will remind himself that this is a
serious study intended to instruct rather than to entertain. Each
classification sequence ends with a line or two introduced simply
by the word "Comparisons" - another understatement which refers
to the impressive bibliography on the subject of the ancient sculpture of West Mexico.
This is not a book for the coffee table; it is one for the library
table . It was prepared as a handbook for students, collectors and
scholars and it achieves that aim admirably. It portrays, in clay
and text, the pre-Columbian peoples of West Mexico as a vibrant
race who were acute observers of life. As a serendipitous "extra"
this serious study conveys that its subjects had a sense of humor.
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Notes From The Book Editor
TALES OF CALIFORNIA From the
History and Folklore of the Far
West, by Hector Lee. Illustrated by
Sam Sirdofsky, cover design by Pat
Gallagher. (Logan, Utah State University Press, 1974, 124 p . illus.,
paper, $3.50)
Professor Lee, long well-known in
the West as a story teller and speaker,
has adapted twenty of the tales from
his earlier radio and television series .
The TV series, "There is a Telling"
had, as I remember, a limited distribu tion in mimeographed form, but I have
never seen any hard copy from the
"Tales of the Redwood Empire." This
compilation, then , with its fact-based
yarns of the early West , will find a
wide welcome - and as we read of Father Florian and Black Bart, Hibbs'
Sebastopol and the curse of Sam Brannan we will be asking for another
serving.

ARIZONA RANCH HOUSES; Southern Territorial Styles, 1867-1900, by
Janet Ann Stewart. Edited by John
Bret Harte with photographs by
Louis Bencze. (Tucson, Arizona Histor ical Society , 197 4 , Historical
Monograph No . 2. 121 p. illus.
paper, $7.50; cloth $12.50)
The architecture of Southern Ari zona, developing from a heavily Mexi can / Spanish "frontier fortress" style
passed through several stages of adaptation as the influx of Americans from
the East increased and the dangers
from Indian attacks decreased. The
comp letion of the railroad and easy
importation of non-native wood and
metal were , of course, major factors in
the rapid alteration of building styles.
The author discusses briefly the shape
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and nature of urban dwellings, but
gives greatest attention to the rural
haciendas, the simple or complex structures which served as headquarters for
the cattle ranches that flourished
throughout the normally well-watered
southern half of the state. Floor plans
and sketches by Gordon Heck and contemporary photographs which can be
compared to present day appearance
help to repopulate the still attractive
and functional structures with the
ghosts of their builders and masters.

RAMBLES OF A BOTANIST Among
the Plants and Climates of California, by John Muir. Introduction by
William F. Kimes. (Los Angeles,
Dawson's Book Shop , 1974. 43 p.
ill us., port . $7 .50)
In this delightful little book Mr .
Kimes has reprinted two of Muir's
earliest publications. The first, the
RAMBLES, appeared in Old and New,
June 1872, and has never before been
reprinted. The second, the HETCH
HETCHY VALLEY, was written four
years after, and was published in the
Boston Weekly Transcript, March 25,
1873 . As he did so often, Muir himself
rewrote the article for the Overland
Monthly in July 1873, omitting some of
the detail.
So intense was Muir's love of nature,
so lyrical and spontaneous his magnificent descriptions of the flower-bedecked Central Valley and the craggy
peaks and forests of the almost-twin
Hetch Hetchy and Yosemite Valleys
that the reader feels he has been lifted
from the polluted present and swept
back to a simpler world of pu re air,
sparkling water, untrammeled wilderness and quiet harmony.

AMERICAN INDIAN EDUCATIO N,
edited by R. Mervin Deever et al.
(Tempe, Arizona State University,
1974 . 224 p., paper $5 .00 , hardbound $8.00)
This volume contains twenty-eight of
the "most currently significant, mean ingful and best-researched of the hundreds of articles which appeared in the
Journal of American Indian Education
since its inception in 1961. The articles
were selected for excellence, practical
utility and cultural soundness."
The articles are grouped into two
sections. The twelve under "Education"
are written from an educational research or teaching point of view, the
sixteen in the second part have their
central theme relating to Indian "Culture and History." The Journal is
unique in its attempt to collect and
preserve the record of the impact of
education upon American Indians and
this collection is a valuable compendium for anyone interested in studying
bi-cultural students.

JIM SLEEPER'S 2ND ORANGE
COUNTY ALMANAC OF HISTORICAL ODDITIES . . . (Trabuco
Canyon, CA, Ocusa Press, 1974. 96
p ., illus., map, facsims. paper, $3)
Jim Sleeper has done it again. We
can only marvel that a mere five years
have sufficed to provide enough material, believable or otherwise, to fill up a
second "compendium of county curiosities" in the typical old-time almanac
format. Crammed with tidbits of history, assorted records of animal, vegetable and man-made oddities, rainfall
and temperature highs and lows for
every day of the year, information on
local plants and animals, jokes , riddles,
and others too numerous to mention, it

gently pokes fun at one and all. I did
catch him Sleepering once though ··vegetable Oddities" says the last
survivin g valencia tree from the first
commercial grove died in 1972 shy
three years of being a century, while
the ''Agriculture Hall of Records" says
it died in 1973, havi ng lived 98 years.
If you have read the first Almanac you
need no furth er inducement; if you
haven 't - well , it may not be too late to
remedy that! The author has also produced an award-winning biography
of Dan Baker and the early years of the
Santa Ana Valley , and is presently
working on several other projects.

THE NEW WEST, Landscapes along
the Colorado Front Range. Written
and photographed by Robert Adams .
Foreword by John Szarkowski. (The
Colorado Associated University Press,
1974. 120 p ., chiefly ill us. $15.00)
"The open American West is nearly
go ne. The New West is a photographic
essay about what came to fill it - freeways, tract homes , low rise business
buildings, and signs. In five sequences
of pictures taken along the front wall of
the Colorado Rocky Mountains, Robert
Adams has documented a representative sampling of the whole suburban
Southwest." In this series of photographs it is usually possible to see the
land and mountains as they were
before the onslaught of modern d evelopment. The author believes that we
must be able to look at what we have
made of our world - our landscape without blinking and with calm reason
if we are to begin again - no longer to
alter and exploit the land but to live
with it harmoniously . His pictures,
austere and uncompromising records of
urban sprawl a nd commercial blight,
still hymn the basic beauty of the land
and the marvel of the unchanging sun.
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TEXAS PUBLIC BUILDINGS OF
THE NINETEENTH CENTURY.
Photographs by Todd Webb, text by
Willard B. Robinson, Forword by
Drury Blakely Alexander. (Austin,
Published for the Amon Carter
Museum of Western Art by the University of Texas Press, 1974. 290 p.,
ill us. Texas Architectural Survey,
Publication No. 2. $20 .00)
Although the 377 outstanding photographs and drawings of floor plans and
perspectives dominate this volume, the
well-written text is equally filled with
lucid and informative details . Beginning with a brief survey of the various
building materials present in different
areas, Mr. Robinson traces the development of Spanish Colonial, Mexican and
antebellum Texan architecture as background necessary to an understanding
of the rapid flowering of building styles
of the 'late nineteenth century . "A
wonderful public pride in architecture"
was expressed to its fullest in public
buildings: courthouses and churches,
customhouses and jails, hotels and bars,
banks and colleges, commercial palaces
and railroad depots . With its companion volume, Texas Homes of the Nineteenth century, (1966) this volume
documents the romantic point of view
and helps to clarify the relationship
between the architecture and the values
of the people who produced it .
THE NEW GUINEA MEMOIRS OF
JEAN BAPTISTE OCTAVE MOUTON, edited, with an introduction
by Peter Biscup. (Honolulu, The
University Press of Hawaii, 1974. 161
p. Pacific History Series No. 7,
$13 .50)
Born in Belgium in 1866, Octave
Mouton was apprenticed at eleven to a
wig maker, and at fourteen migrated
with his father as a member of the
·Marquis de Ray's ill-fated colonizing
venture .in New Ireland. The Moutons
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were among the dozen or so of the
seven hundred -odd settlers (about half
of whom died in New Guinea or at sea)
who elected to remain in the islands.
They worked as copra traders for the
established dealers until the death of
the elder Mouton in 1888, when Octave
began to lay the foundation of his own
bU:siness. Although his formal education
was short he was intelligent and observant, so that he quickly learned the
native speech and , to a great extent,
the native character. By the mid 90's he
became the first independent trader in
German New Guinea, and by hard
work and judicious management he
amassed a respectable estate.
Two manuscripts written by Mouton
have been found, a French version dating from about 1911, and an English
version which mentions events through
the early 1930's. Mr. Biskup has ably
edited the English version, providing
extensive background on the colonizing
disaster and the nature of the trading
companies as well as supplying foot notes on the manuscript, an excellent
bibliography and an index. As he
points out, the Memoirs are a valuable
addition to local history; the early
traders left few records, and while
these reminiscences are not complete
they are remarkably detailed and free
from cultural bias .
ALASKAN IGLOO TALES, by Edward L. Keithahn. Illustrated by
George Aden Ahgupuk, edited by
Kenneth Gilbert. (Anchorage, Alaska
Northwest Publishing Company,
1974. 139 p., illus . $4 .50)
Ed Keithahn, now curator and librarian of the Alaska Historical Museum
and Library, went to Alaska in 1923
with his wife, Toni, to teach, organize
the reindeer herds and open a cooperative store for the Eskimos. Over the
years he and Toni listened to many of
the age-old Eskimo tales, and they have
translated into English as closely as
possible these thirty-six stories.

Although the introductory "Chat
with the Reader" warns us that the
stories lose much force and vigor with out the gestures and vocal embellish ments an oral tradition requires, the
simple, direct language has a charm of
its own which enhances the ingenuous,
universal appeal of the true folk tale .
The full -page illustrations, by an outstanding Native artist, match the stories
in their spare, elegant detail, and bring
to vivid life the harsh, beautiful Arctic
and the resourceful people who made it
their home.
THE ARCHITECTURE AND ART OF
EARLY HISPANIC COLORADO.
Written and photographed by Robert
Adams. (Colorado Associated University Press in Cooperation with the
State Historical Society of Colorado,
1974. 234 p., illus., map. $10.00)
The author explains that he has used
the terms "Hispanic" and "Spanish
American" because the New Mexico
settlers who migrated into Colorado
had been isolated from Mexico for over
a hundred years, and their language
and culture (including food) resembled
sixteenth-century Spain more than
Mexico. Much of their architecture
however, was influenced by the nativ~
patterns, which were largely dictated
by the land itself.
Mr. Adams is obviously concerned
that so much of the older heritage of
both art and architecture is rapidly
vanishing, while a way of life which,
though often harsh and spare, was
closely allied to nature and in harmony
with the ecological balance is being
replaced by a mechanized, polluting
and often rootless "development." After
an introductory background history of
peoples and building styles he has
pictured as many as possible of the
surviving adobe buildings and recorded
a number of art-works, all of the
latter architectural embellishments or
of religious significance. Like the originals, the photographs are spare and

stark - bathed in the clear western sun
that cuts away false sentiment and
leaves the essential spirit.
THE LOST DEATH VALLEY '49er
JOURNAL OF LOUIS NUS BAUMER, by George Koenig.
(Death Valley, Death Valley '49ers
Inc., 1974. 80 p., illus., facsims.
cloth $5, paper $2.25)
The Nusbaumer diary is one of only
three known to have been written on
the trail by the Death Valley Fortyniners, and it did not become available
until 1966. George Koenig, who translated and annotated it as the Friends of
the Bancroft Library publication
"Valley of Salt, Memories of Wine"
has in this version presented the
contents in narrative form, adding
details from all other pertinent sources.
In this way he is able to weave together
the stories of all the splinter groups of
the train that set out from Provo with
Hunt in the late summer of 1849 . Their
hardships are well known from the
later writings of William Manly and
others, but this journal gives many
details previously unknown, and
adds a note of true urgency to the story
of the almost insurmountable odds
these brave pioneers faced. And It Is
.heartwarming to note how much good
will there was and how little quarreling, greed, or meanness of spirit- un doubtedly a major reason why all but
three or four of the original train did
finally reach their goal. Mr. Koenig has
also added a brief survey of the later
lives of these forty-niners, so that the
readers feels that the story has truly
ended .
READING THE ROCKS: A Guide to
Geological Secrets of Canyons, Mesas
and Buttes of the American Southwest. Text and illustrations by David
A. Rahm. (San Francisco, Sierra
Club, 1974. 160 p., illus., diagrs. A
Sierra Club Tote book® $7 .95)
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"The colorful layers of the Colorado
Plateau are like the pages in an encyclopedia of geologic history," and this
pocket guidebook is written to help the
non-specialist reader learn to read the
rock layers. To carry the parallel a
little farther, he must learn to interpret
the pages of the record and recognize
when layers are missing or inserted in
the wrong place!
David Rahm is a geologist who
knows and loves the Southwest, and his
careful diagrams and color plates help
supplement a detailed treatment of
rock formations from prehistoric ages to
the present. The layers, while most
easily learned through the colored exemplars, are typical of the whole
Southwest.

BEST EDITORIAL CARTOONS OF
THE YEAR; 1974 edition, edited by
Charles Brooks. Foreword by Newbold Noyes. (Gretna, LA, Pelican
Publishing Co., 1974. $8.95)
Cartoons-especially editorial cartoons-prove over and over that "one
picture is worth a thousand words ."
Mr. Brooks has chosen 375 cartoons by
139 artists for this second annual
edition , including three award winners
and a complete list of winners of the
four major awards.
Since the editorial cartoon is by
nature topical, the cartoons are divided
into twenty-four chapters to reflect the
major concerns of the country-from
Watergate through the energy crisis
and the U.S. Postal Service to "Other
Issues. "
Barbed or biting, wry or gentle,
these cartoons spear national and personal faults and inconsistencies with a
merciless pen. Undoubtedly seen by
more people than ever read the editorials in the paper, they amply fu lfill
their aim to "stimulate, to provoke, to
persuade, and to entertain."
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A TOURIST GUIDE TO MOUNT McKINLEY: The Story of "Denali" " The Great One," Mile-by-Mile
Through the Park Over the Denali
Highway, The Record of McKinley
Climbs, by Bradford Washburn.
(Anchorage, Alaska Northwest Publishing Company, revised July 1974.
79 p. illus., part col., map, diagr .
paper, $3.95)
Thanks to the efforts of Charles
Sheldon the wilderness area of Mount
McKinley is now a federal park, and
thanks to Bradford Washburn both the
genuine and the armchair traveler can
enjoy a well-written description of it
and excellent photographs of the land
and its wildlife . Now that the new
highway has been opened, it is possible
to drive to campsites in the Park, so
that more visitors will be able to enjoy
its beauty. Mr. Washburn, director of
Boston's Museum of Science, has known
and loved McKinley for over thirty
years, has climbed it, flown over it and
photographed it at every season of the
year, and he paints a vivid picture of
the delights and the perils of its
snow-clad and wind-swept slopes.
CYRUS CLAY CARPENTER
politics, 1854-1898, by
Throne. (Iowa City, State
Society of Iowa, 1974. 302
facsims. $8.00)

and Iowa
Mildred
Historical
p . ports.,

The text of this biography was com pleted in 1960 when Dr. Throne died.
Dr. Peter Harstad and L . Edward
Purcell of the Historical Society prepared it for publication, and Dr. Harstad states in his Introduction that although no attempt has been made to
revise it in the light of more recent
scholarship, none of these later publications in fact supersede or invalidate Dr.
Throne's work.
The story of Carpenter's life affords
an illuminating glimpse into the party
infrastructure of the last century.
Honest, honorable, and a loyal party

member, Carpenter was a good man
who spent most of his life in the political arena, but one whose retiring
nature prevented from becoming
truly outstanding. It is a tribute to his
character and his honor that throughout his long political career, which covered such diverse activities as county
surveyor, assemblyman and Postmaster
as well as Governor and U. S. Senator,
no scandal was ever attached to his
reputation, and the worst that could be
said of him was that he was too diffident to use his ability as well as he
might have to "been very useful to himself and to his fellow-man ."

NEW MEXI CO POPULISM: a Study
of Radical Protest in a Western
Territory , by Robert W. Larson,
with a Foreward by Howard R.
Lamar. (Boulder, Colorado Associated University Press, 1974. 240 p.
$10.00)
This is the second recent study which
refutes the long-time contention that in
the mountain states Populism was
"mere silverism. "
Through a careful and detailed study
of the political and economic situation
in New Mexico during the 1890's Professor Larson traces the development of
organized protest among the settlers. In
the eastern part of the Territory, especially, small stockmen and farmers,
caught between unusually severe
weather conditions and the pressure of
monopolistic cattle companies on
rangeland and water supplies, had
formed alliances or People's Parties
which became part of the national
Populist movement. Silver, in fact, did
not become a strident issue until the
party , largely pre-empted by the alert
Democrats, had ceased to be a real
force in New Mexico politics. A bibliographic essay and a good index add to
the value of the study.

WE MADE IT THROUGH THE
WINTER; A Memoir of Northern
Minnesota Boyhood, by Walter
O'Meara. (St . Paul , Minnesota Historical Society , 1974. 128 p. illus.,
ports. $6 .00)
It would be hard to find a more beguiling book than this reminiscence of a
boy's typical year (1906) in a small
lumber town of northern Minnesota.
Walter O'Meara is a talented writer,
and the narrative which he wrote primarily for his children and grandchildren will find a wide and receptive
audience. For some it will be pure nostalgia , for others it will have the
fascination that a sim pier and less
mechanized age always holds. It may
be a good indication of its instant appeal that almost everyone who saw my
copy stopped to look at it, and the
general reaction was "This looks like
just the book to unwind with!"
KEEPERS OF THE COUNCIL FIRE;
a Brief History of the Wyandot Indians, by Robert Smith. (Joplin,
Mo. , Social Science Dept. , Missouri
State College, 1974 . 13 p. paper,
50e)

This pamphlet is a spin-off from a
full-length tribal history the author is
presently working on. It gives in a very
compact form the history and vissicitudes of the Wyandots from the beginning of the seventeenth century to the
twentieth .
REMINISCENCES OF THIRTY
YEARS' RESIDENCE IN NEW
SOUTH WALES AND VICTORIA,
by R. Therry. With an introduction
by J. M. Bennett and a Foreward by
the Honourable Mr. Justice ElseMitchell. Facsimile edition (Royal
Australia Historical Society, Sydney
University Press, 1863, 1974. Australian Historical Reprints. port ., 62,
552 p. $16.50)
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Mr. Bennett has prepared a biography of Therry and an index for his
"Reminiscences," each of which is of
assistance to the modern reader. Therry
was the first judge of the Superior
Court of New South Wales to publish
his memoirs, which are very interesting
in themselves and which shed much
light on the transportation system and
the criminal law . This facsimile edition
is published in the year "not only of the
Supreme Court's sesquicentenary but
also of the centenary of Sir Roger
Therry's death."

EARLY UNDERGROUND MINE
LAMPS ; MINE LIGHTING FROM
ANTIQUITY TO ARIZONA, by
Henry A. Pohs. (Tucson, Arizona
Historical Society, 1974. Museum
Monograph No. 6. 108 p ., illus.,
diagrs. $6 .00)
As the author points out, most of the
literature on the mines of the west
dwells on the glamor or squalor of the
precious metals and the miners' lives,
but little is said about the light used by
the underground miners (except perhaps that it was flickering). One of a
small enthusiastic coterie of "lamp
tramps, " Mr. Pohs has traced underground lights from the earliest times to
the advent of electricity, detailing his
narrative with careful drawings of
every known type of device , explaining
their advantages and drawbacks and
illustrating accessories used with them.
An appendix includes much material
useful for a collector- manufacturer's
registers for caps, candles and candleholders , lamps of all kinds, and trademarks, as well as a list of collectors and
a three page bibliography.

WHO KILLED THE BRITISH EMPIRE? An inquest, by George Woodcock. (New York, Quadrangle / The
New York Times Book Co. 1974, 356
p. $10.00)
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The rapid dissolution of the British
Empire, accomplished with little fan fare and a remarkably small amount of
bloodshed, is a phenomenon without a
parallel in our history. George Woodcock has produced a carefully studied
essay on the nature and development of
that empire, which was dependent on
the mastery of the seas for its viability.
He believes that the very nature of
British domination. which always included a British style education for at
least part of its subjects, helped foster a
spirit of rebellion and nationalism
which produced first Ghandi and, after
the debilitating second world war, a
host of other national leaders.
The fact that most of the British had
regarded their colonies more as trust
territories to be granted self-rule eventually than as integral parts of their
homeland made it easier for them to
accede to the independence of India.
With India lost and a substitute sphere
of influence in the Eastern Mediterranean denied, the empire became a
burden and was rapidly metamorphosed into a Commonwealth of volun tary members, the future of whose
relations to each other, like those of
Britain to the Common Market, are yet
to be stabilized .
VANCOUVER'S PAST, by Raymond
Hull, Gordon Soules and Christine
Soules. (Seattle, University of Washington Press, 1974. 96 p. illus. , maps.
$7 .95)
Seventy fascinating sepia-toned photographs bring to vivid life this capsule
history of Canada's great western
metropolis.
The text, which begins with preEuropean Indian settlements, encapsulates the major highlights of the
city and the surrounding area through
the early 1970's. Simple and direct in
style , it could be of considerable interest to secondary and even upper
elementary school librarians.

INNARDS AND OTHER VARIETY
MEATS, by Jana Allen and Margaret
Gin. (San Francisco, 101 Productions, 1974. 144 p ., illus. paper.
$3.95, hardcover, $7 .95)
MIDDLE EASTERN COOKERY, by
Eva Zane. Drawings and annotations
by Keith Holmes. (San Francisco,
101 Productions, 1974. 144 p . illus .
paper $3 .95, hardcover $7.95)
These cookbooks from 101 Productions are uniform in format with those
reviewed earlier. They are set in
easy-to-read type; the illustrations enliven the pages and add visual background to supplement the enjoyable
(and useful) background material scattered through the recipes.
While it is true that the California of
today has a fairly large population
from all the countries whose cuisines
are sampled in the second volume, it is
probably true that the settlers and
immigrants would have been more at
home with the first . We can be certain
that our thrifty pioneers would have
heartily approved of the many nourishing delicacies represented here- with
the price of meat still soaring we should
all re-discover these neglected cuts!
Who is game to try genuine Texas Sonof-a-Bitch stew at the next History
Conference?
BATTLE FOR THE WILDERNESS ,
by Michael Frome. (New York,
Praeger Publishers, published in cooperation with the Wilderness Society, 1974. 246 p. $8.95)
Michael Frome is one of the strongest
and most effective voices for the preservation of wilderness areas. This book is
a "clarion call to people power,"
showing that ~he enthusiasm of people
brought the passage of the Historic
Wilderness Act of 1964 and the same
enthusiasm can make the Act effective.
The first part, "Wilderness Values,"
touches on the unique gifts man has

garnered from the wilderness and the
essentially contradictory response of
people to it, - the enjoyment of un spoiled nature vs the urge to "develop"
everything within sight. The second
part, "Saving the Wilderness," traces
the development of conservation philosophy and the continuing struggle to
keep the Wilderness Act from being
circumvented . Largely because of his
outspoken criticism, it appears, Frome's
column in Field and Stream has been
cancelled, so that Frome is himself now
an endangered species - an intelligent
and highly persuasive "voice of the
wilderness" urging us all to learn to use
our ecosystem wisely and well.
CHICANOS AND NATIVE AMERICANS; the Territorial Minorities, edited by Rudolph 0. de Ia Garze, Z.
Anthony Kruszewski and Thomas A.
Arciniega. (Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey, Prentice-Hall, 1973. 203 p.
$6.95)
The fifteen papers comprising this
volume were presented at or commissioned as a result of the Workshop on
Southwest Ethnic Groups: Sociopolitical Environment and Education held at
the University of Texas at El Paso, July
27-29, 1972 . Divided into two major
sections, Political Inputs: Values, Attitudes and Political Behavior, and
Political Outputs and Feedbacks; the
Response of the System to Chicanos and
Native Americans, the essays argue
with considerable force that these
groups form the nations only territorial
minorities, and that their culture and
rights should be protected.

SONOMA COUNTY CROSSROADS; a
loving guide to most of the towns, a
little history and many of the wonders of Sonoma County, California.
Words, pictures & layout by Barbara
Dorr Mullen. (San Rafael, CA. , C.
M. Publications, c1974. 48 p., illus.,
maps. paper, $3.00)
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THE MENDOCINO COAST From the
Mouth of the Narraro to Westport; a
loving guide for all the pioneers,
pilgrims, painters, philosophers,
photographers and others who cherish this edge of the world. Words and
pictures: Barbara Dorr Mullen. 2nd
ed . (Santa Rosa, CA ., the Author.
1972, distributed by C. M. Publications, 32 p., illus ., paper, $1.95)
Despite the rather overwhelming
titles these are unpretentious and thoroughly enjoyable guides to areas of
California which are a delight to look
at or read about. The author, an accomplished photographer, has spent as
much care on the text as on the pictures . While the historical sections are
not intended to be exhaustive, almost
everyone, even a history buff, is likely
to add at least a few tidbits to his general knowledge of the area, one of the
worst -documented in the entire state.
The material is presented in a clear and
relaxed style; the photographs are in
black and white with a matte finish.
Should there be sufficient interest more
guides may be forthcoming; I for one
hope that these two will reach an appreciative audience.
Arno Press, a New York Times Com pany, has announced a major series of
reprints in American History. They include such areas as: 1) The First American Frontier, (62 books) , 2) The Far
Western Frontier (47 books), 3) Gold,
Historical and Economic Aspects (18
books) . Write to the Press, 330 Madison
Avenue, New York City 10017 for
information on titles and series/volume
prices.

PAPERS CONCERNING ROBERT SON'S COLONY IN TEXAS, Compiled and edited by Malcolm D.
McLean . (V. i, 1788-1822, The Texas
Association. Fort Worth, Texas
Christian University Press, 1974, lxxi,
566 p ., $20 .00)
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Dr. McLean became interested in the
story of his great-great-grandfather's
grant while he was in college, and for
over thirty years has carried on research to track down all possible
sources of information concerning it.
Although there were about forty empresarios who attempted the formation
of settlements in Texas under Spanish/Mexican government policy, only
the Austin papers had previously been
published, so that this volume and its
successors will add greatly to the documentation of Texas history. The Robertson Colony occupied most of the
area between Fort Worth and Austin, a
rectangle about 100 miles wide and 200
miles long, tilted toward the Northwest.
This first volume gives an extensive
background history of the Texas area in
the Spanish and Mexican period and of
the Robertson family, which was made
prominent by General James Robertson, "the Father of Middle Tennessee"
and the founder of Nashville. When
Mexico declared its independence 70
citizens of Tennessee and Kentucky ,
including the five sons and a nephew of
James Robertson as well as Samuel
Houston, applied for permission to
found a colony. This group later
became known as the Texas Association, changing its name in 1825 after
the grant was finally made. The first
volume contains many documents on
the Robertson families, and the affairs
of the Association through 1822. Many
peripheral documents and newspaper
articles are included to aid in the
understanding of the times and personalities. There is a comprehensive bibliography and an extensive index, so
voluminous in fact, that it may not be
feasible to plan a comprehensive index
for the full set.
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Annual Meeting of the Assoc iates of the
DR. STANLEY McCAFFREY, Presiding
With Comments
By RABBI R. ROSENBERG

Board of Directors Meeting , Conference of Californ ia H. S.
DR . GERALD SMITH, Pres iding

A Delightful and Inviting Bill O'Fare
A Student panel illuminating "the many Aspects
of Weste rn History." Mr. Thomas Adams, Moderating

J

GALA RECEPTION and OPEN HOUSE
Pioneer Museum and Haggin Galeries
shortly threafter a Social Hour preceding
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The Pacific Center for Western Historical Studies presents

FIVE MONOGRAPHS
1.

OWENS VALLEY AS I KNEW IT,
By Dr. R . Coke Wood

$4.50

OWENS VALLEY is the story of the Owens Valley-Los Angeles water
controversy as seen through the eyes of the author, who grew up in
Bishop, California .

2.

JEDEDIAH STRONG SMITH: FUR TRADER FROM OHIO,
By D. W . Garber
$4 .50
D. W. Garber, longtime writer and friend of Dale Morgan, presents
new evidence on Jed's early years.

3.

CHEYENNE AND SIOUX,
Edited by Ronald H . Limbaugh

$5.50

Dr. Limbaugh edited the notes of Dr. Marquis, who served as government physician among the Cheyenne and Sioux Indians . This
Monograph gives an ethnic interpretation of the tribes as seen through
Indian eyes.

4.

MARTIN MURPHY JR. : CALIFORNIA PIONEER 1844-1884,
By Sister Gabrielle Sullivan
$4.50
Sister Gabrielle completed this research on Martin Murphy Jr. from
original sources . Not since Bancroft's mention of Murphy has any other
new information been brought to light until this Monograph was
written.

5.

KING, OF THE MOUNTAINS,
By James M . Shebl

$4 .50

Clarence King (1842-1901). After graduating from Yale's Sheffield
Scientific School King came across the continent on horseback and
joined J. D. Whitney's California Geological Survey. From this experience he went on to organize and accomplish the 40th parallel survey
from the Eastern side of the Rockies to the Western side of the Sierras.
Includes two original drawings by B. F. Bjorklund.
Please send me copies of the Monograph indicated:
____ copies of OWENS VALLEY AS I KNEW IT at $4 .50 each
_ _ _ copies of JEDEDIAH STRONG SMITH at $4 .50 each
_ _ _ copies of CHEYENNE AND SIOUX at $5 .50 each
_ _ _ copies of MARTIN MURPHY JR. : CALIFORNIA PIONEER 1844-1884 at $4.50 each
____ copies of KING, OF THE MOUNTAINS at $4 .50 each
(Price includes tax and mailing)
NAME - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - STREET -------------------~---

CITY & STATE - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ZIP _ _ _ _ __
Send orders to:

PACIFIC CENTER FOR WESTERN HISTORICAL STUDIES

John E. Baur's name was mispelled in our Winter issue. We are sorry .
The Editors

THE EDITORIAL POLICY
The purpose of THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN, a quarterly of
Western History and ideas, is to promote, through research and
study, an interpretation of the historical life of the Western United
States and especially of California. The Editor will receive articles
dealing with social, cultural, political and economic aspects of
Western regional history, articles emphasizing ethnic culture in the
West's growth, articles evaluating Western writers and their
writings.
THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN welcomes manuscripts including
ph:otoessays from distinguished scholars, collectors, and enthusiasts
and seeks to give each an opportunity to interpret the Western
American experience.
Writers are paid in copies by arrangement with the editor.
THE PACIFIC HISTORIAN is published in Spring, Summer,
Fall and Winter for the Pacific Center for Western Historical
Studies by the University of the Pacific, Stockton, California.
Subscriptions are $6.00 per year. All back volumes of the quarterly are available.
The quarterly may be obtained on film from University Microfilms, 300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106.
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NAME __________________________________________________
ADDRESS
AFFILIATION (if any) ------------------------------------Registration for Conference $6 I for Conference and Banquet $12 (circle amount
enclosed) .
Mode of transportation -

auto

plane

(check one).

Make checks payable to the Pacific Center for Western Historical Studies .
Room reservations available:
Holiday Inn, 221 N . Center, Stockton, Ca. 95202, or
Vagabond Motor Hotel , 33 N. Center, Stockton, Ca. 95202
Return to:
Dr. Sally M. Miller, Department of History,
University of the Pacific, Stockton, Ca. 95211

PRE-REGISTRATION DEADLINE: April 3, 1975.
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SOUTHWEST LABOR HISTORY CONFERENCE
April 24-26, 1975
University of the Pacific
The Southwest Labor History Conference, sponsored by the Pacific Center for
Western Historical Studies and scheduled for April 24-26 , 1975, promises to be a
major event. Great interest has been shown in the conference and the scope of the
sessions has expanded beyond original expectation. During the three days over fifty
speakers will participate in twenty different sessions . The focus of the conference
will be the rich heritage of California and the Southwest in the area of labor
history.
Some of the topics to be explored are California farm labor since the 1930s, which
will incl ude an examination of agricultural unionism and the New Deal; the Upton
Sinclair campaign for governor of California, the interesting Los Angeles mayoralty campaign of 1911, and the McNamara Case involving the dynamiting of the
Los Angeles Times; the history of western mining will be dealt with in a session on
the Western Federation of Miners in Arizona and Alaska; Chicano labor will be
considered in connection with the AFL in Los Angeles and in El Paso and workers
in the Southwest in general; socialism in Oklahoma and the San Francisco labor
press will be featured at other sessions. In addition, speakers will consider aspects
of the history of American labor, such as militancy in the 1930s and the early CIO
and World War II, and also the influence of U.S. labor in Latin America, the
worker in Mexico, and European labor history. Major speakers from the world of
labor and important scholars from various universities throughout the country will
participate. Among them are Len De Caux, formerly of the CIO News, H . L.
Mitchell, former president of the National Agricultural Workers Union, and as the
keynote speaker at the Friday evening banquet, Harry Bridges. In addition, there
will be a two-part narrated slide show on Thursday evening, dealing with the
Haymarket Affair of 1886 and with labor-management relations as seen in a
century of U.S. cartoons .
This exciting conference on the campus of the University of the Pacific will be of
great interest to readers of The Pacific Historian. You are urged to pre-register for
the conference, especially to insure your reservation for the Friday evening banquet. The pre-registration deadline is April 3. Room reservations are available at
the Holiday Inn, 221 N. Center, and the Vagabond Motor Hotel, 33 N. Center,
Stockton. For your copy of the program, and in order to pre-register, please contact Professor Sally M . Miller, Conference Coordinator, Department of History,
University of the Pacific, Stockton, California, 95211.
Sally M. Miller

